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INTRODUCTION 


l've spent the last two years as a columnist with Classic Images 
where l've done interviews and profiles on starlets, most of whom 
were models and chorus girls prior to appearing onscreen. They 
are often overlooked, unappreciated, and in some cases forgotten 
altogether. It's ashame because they're not only gorgeous, but 
talented too. l've always Said that models are actors in a sense 
whether its the way they pose and glare, or their facial 
expressions and gestures. 


[t's rare to find books about models, particularly models of 
decades ago. | published Top Models two years ago which profiled 
the lives of seven starlets who were prominent in Hollywood in 
the 1950s. They did modeling of course, but some of them could 
act, sing, and dance. It received immense fanfare, but wasn't 
fulfilling because there are a lot of models who deserve to be 
profiled, documented, and remembered. 


This book profiles the lives of 105 gorgeous women (blondes, 
brunettes, and redheads), most of whom are either statuesque or 
curvaceous. One of the brunettes is Cherry Nelms, who was a 
mannequin modeling high-end fashion. She did no acting 
whatsoever. There are several models in that category, but a lot of 
them did acting in some capacity whether it be walk-on roles, 
starring in movies, or doing commercials. lt wasn't uncommon for 
aspiring actresses to begin their careers as models, as it helped 
pave the way to Hollywood through networking and sometimes - 
unfortunately I'll add- the 'casting couch’. 


Although none of these women achieved the fame of Marilyn 
Monroe, Rita Hayworth, Joan Crawford, or Barbara Stanwyck, 
there are some who were just as -or perhaps more- talented as 
them. Suzanne Alexander was a model who attended the 
prestigious American Academy of Dramatic Arts and had 
substantial roles onscreen in movies like Cat-Women of the Moon 
(1955) and Down Three Dark Streets (1954) before being chosen - 
and unchosen shortly before filming began- for the starring role 
in Around the World in 80 Days (1956). Carol Ohmart was another 
talented individual who did pageants and pinups before getting a 
contract with Paramount Pictures. She would star in several 
movies and become an icon among filmgoers. 


The vast majority of these women had onscreen careers, but 
portraying 'models’. Annabelle Thiele was always credited as 
‘model’, as were Allyn Parsons and Dawn Oney. Diana Mumby and 
Mary Ellen Gleason were some of the numerous 'Goldwyn Girls’ 
who were hired by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer to do walk-on roles in 
their movies while being plastered on billboards and magazines. 
There are some who left the industry to pursue other things like 
business, education, and politics, the latter being especially true 
with Keith Kerrigan who stopped modeling to be a congressman's 
wife. 


| chose these women because | felt it important to profile obscure 

women who had good stories to tell with an emphasis on diverse 

backgrounds and diverse women. lt was rare to find models of the 
1950s who were ethnically diverse, but they did exist and | took 
the liberty of including several of them. Nancy Westbrook was 


African-American, Gilda Fontana was a Latina, and Charlotte Lee 
is Asian-American just to name a few. It was crucial that | select 
models that either wanted to participate in this process, or who 
had descendants who were willing to contribute in some capacity. 
l owe a lot of gratitude to them for their assistance in writing this 
book, and | hope that they and others will enjoy reading about 
these gorgeous, talented, and interesting women. 


Dedicated to Teresa Renee Sheehan 


Rachelle Hakim (1920-2016) was a O 
5'5" redhead who was introduced to T 
the public in January 1951 when she H 


wore a hand-knit swimsuit by Diane, 
and this was after an agent told her 
"you'll never become a professional 
model because you're too short." She 
was a Wife with two sons named 
Steven and Ronald, and got into the 
industry out of boredom. She didn't 
need the money though, as her 
husband managed several furniture 
stores in the area. 


She subsequently made appearances 
at the Mens' and Boys' Apparel Guild 
Exhibition, the California Apparel 
Creators Show, the Los Angeles 
Mannequins and Models Association, 
the Downtown Business Mens' 
Fashion Show, and the Fall Designers 
Show and by the 1970s had her own 
brand of knitwear called Rochelle 
Ades of California. 


Although an acting career never 
materialized, she did get several 
commercials and television series like 
on The Thin Man, It's a Great Life, 
and Tell [t to Groucho where she 
juggled a series of wigs while millions 
of viewers tuned in. The photograph 
of her on the prior page was taken 


during rehearsals on Peter Lawford's ; ign es 
The Thin Man. Showing a dress is like show business, 


only harder. You haven't any surefire 
lines. The deadliest thing is to make your 
entrance in a really smashing high fashion 
design, then hear the girls out front break 
into a giggle..." - Rochelle Ades 


Joyce Laverne Aehle (1928-1984) was 
as a child that rare extrovert who 
accomplished a lot before reaching 
the age of eighteen. She sang in her 
church's choir, did ballet, and by the 
age of seven won her first pageant 
when she was crowned Queen of the 
Parade of Wading Pool Revue at a 
nearby carnival and presented with a 
silver loving cup. After graduating 
from Susan Miller Dorsey High 
School, she made her debut before 
television audiences in an 
advertisement for Fatima Cigarettes 
that aired during an episode of 
Dragnet and became a staple of 
television that year by being cast in 
Harry Babbitt's Glamour Girl where 
she and other models helped give 
homely women makeovers. 
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In the 1960s, the once-promising 
blonde starlet -along with her 
husband William Bennington- 

purchased the Echo Hills Golf Course 
which they managed until her death 
in Riverside County, California. She 

was survived by her husband and two 

children John and Alissa. Her sister Jo 
Ann Aehle, although not as prolific 

onscreen, achieved immense success 
modeling high fashion in Vogue and 

Life. 


"| always remember when aunt Joyce 
had all she could take from us in a day 
she would raise her eye brows ...we 
knew it was all over." - Joanne Smyser 


Gwendolyne Anne White (1931-1975) 
is often described as a model, but she 
was in fact one of the finest actresses 

of the 1950s. She was born in 
Toronto, Canada, immigrating to New 
York to attend the American 

Academy of Dramatic Arts. She did a 

year of theater in Tennessee before 
leaving for Hollywood where she was 

hired as one of the models on Peter 
Potter's Juke Box Jury, eventually 
becoming a co-host. 


She was crowned Miss San Fernando 
Valley and Queen of the Fiesta in 
1949, and was a finalist in Miss 
Rheingold in 1955. Her roles in Cat- 
Women of the Moon (1953) and Down 
Three Dark Streets (1954) won her 
critical acclaim, but she never shed 
her 'model' label. One of the greatest 
losses of her career was losing the 
role of Princess Aouda to Shirley 
MacLaine. 


Her magazine credits included 
Pageant, Show, and TV Guide. 
Although she didn't do pinups and 
rarely appeared in magazines, she 
modeled fur coats frequently. One of 
her last jobs was modeling coats at 
an event in San Francisco, California. 
She committed suicide that same 
weekend, survived by her mother, 
brother, and sister-in-law. 
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"I've always wanted to be a model and 
actress ever since | can remember." - 
Suzanne Alexander 


Shirlee May Lynch had graduated 
from St. Anthony High School in 
Chicago Illinois when she started 
auditioning for bit roles in the movies. 
She got her chance at stardom after a 
director named William Cowan saw 
her sitting alone at a nightclub. He 
subsequently put her in two of his 
movies alongside Tex Williams. 


Although she was primarily an 
actress, she's perhaps best 
remembered as being one of the 
twelve models in the 'Beautiful Girl’ 
segment in Singin' in the Rain (1952). 
She later married famed director 
Irving J. Moore and devoted her life to 
motherhood. As of 2024, she is alive 
and well at the age of 95. 


Patricia 'Randa' Lee Allen (1929-1988) 
was a dancer turned model who 
studied ballet with Mickey Renard 
before being crowned Queen of the 
National Rabbit Week and Miss Deep 
Freezer, both in 1952. This led to a 
contract with RKO Studios, who cast 
her in Son of Sinbad (1955) before 
releasing her and a lot of other 
actresses from their contracts. Her 
career took a nosedive after a highly- 
publicized arrest on June 2, 1954 for 
gambling. She pleaded not guilty and 
the charges were ultimately 
dismissed. 


Although she booked a few gigs at 
conventions and pageants, she never 
recovered from the incident. The 
remaining three decades of her life 
were plagued with sadness that 
included divorces and a collision that 
killed her friend while severely 
injuring her. She spent years trying to 
get on disability to no avail. She can 
be seen in the accompanying 
photograph at the Biltmore Hotel on 
January 2, 1958. 
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Carol Silversparre (1931-2022) spent 
over a decade as a model on Jack 
Bailey's Queen for a Day after years 
of experience under her belt that 
included the Los Angeles Police 
Show, the Western Jewelry and 
Silverware Show, the Long Beach 
Antique Show, the National Truck, 
Trailer, and Equipment Show, and the 
American Association of the United 
Nations where she showcased 
swimsuits. 


While on the set of Queen for a Day, 
she developed a lifelong friendship 
with colleague and co-star Maxine 

Reeves. The two would remain close 

until her death in Encinitas, 

California. | spoke with Carol a year 

before her death, and she mentioned 

that she and Maxine would speak via 
telephone every few days. 


As Carol Kapan, she was a twice- 
married mother of several children 
and stepchildren. Her pastimes 
included tennis, swimming, and 
volunteering for causes like 
homelessness and hearing 
impairments and would often utilize 
the connections she made as a model 
to raise money and awareness for 
these causes. 
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Betty Lou Dieringer (1929-1999) of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin was simply 
gorgeous. A pageant that she won in 
her hometown where she danced 
immaculately caught the interest of 
an agent in Hollywood, who flew her 
in for an interview with RKO Studios, 
who signed her. The studio changed 
her name to Bette Arlen -not to be 
confused with the 1920s-era actress 
Betty Arlen- and found steady work. 
You can see her in Son of Sinbad 
(1955) swooning over Vincent Price 
as he recites poetry in the desert. 


She'd later switch to Metro-Goldwyn 
Mayer. There were hiccups along the 
way that included reducing 
substantial roles she had in The Strip 
(1951) with Mickey Rooney and Singin’ 
in the Rain (1952) with Gene Kelly. In 
need of money, she posed topless in 
an 8mm adult-themed film that's 
downloadable on various websites. 


Although her onscreen roles were 
typically uncredited, she was given 
dialogue in several movies including 
Brigadoon (1954) and Cat-Women of 

the Moon (1953) which highlighted 

the potential that directors saw in 
her. Unfortunately there were 
immense losses in revenue suffered 
at the studio in the mid-1950s, and 
her contract wasn't renewed. 
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"[ never got to meet my half-sister. 
Our father had a turbulent divorce 
with their mother, and Bette didn't 
want anything to do with him." - Caryl 
Dieringer 
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Her first marriage was to a banker 
named Gregor Hartung, which ended 
in divorce after allegations of abuse. 

His followed with a decades-long 

marriage to Lloyd Swanson with 

whom she had a son named Lloyd. 

The saddest part of her life that l 

discovered was her estrangement 
from her father due to a contentious 

divorce where he admitted being 

unfaithful to her mother. She did 

however remain close with her 
mother and sister until her death at 
the age of 69. | always thought that 

she looked like award-winning 
actress Gene Tierney. It's ashame 
that she didn't achieve comparable 
SUCCESS. 


"He [Gregor] beat me until | was 
hysterical, and | don't know why." - 
Bette Arlen 


Joanne Arnold was a lovely and 
curvaceous redhead who started as 
an Ear] Carroll Showgirl before 
modeling cheesecake and semi-nude 
pictorials in magazines like Playboy, 
where she was crowned Playmate of 
the Month in May 1954. Although she 
never achieved stardom, she did 
somewhat better most of her 
contemporaries with respectable 
roles in movies. 


She later changed her name to Gloria 
Victor, dyed her hair blonde, and 
branded herself as "a Swedish 
beauty" in an effort to revive her 
career. lt was Somewhat successful 
as she got starring roles in Daddy-O 
(1959) and Invasion of the Star 
Creatures (1962), the latter film is one 
l'd avoid watching because it's 
fantastically awful. There was 
potential though, as she excelled in 
dramatics at the University of 
California, Los Angeles where she 
was a Student. 


She later married a lawyer and 
became a staunch advocate for the 
performing arts. | spoke with Joann's 
granddaughter last year, who told me 
that she lives in a retirement 
community near the coast. Although 
she is unable to remember the details 
of her career, there's no arguing that 
she left a legacy in modeling, acting, 
and philanthropy. 
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"My wife [Joann Arnold] had a stroke 
several years ago, so she's got the 
memory of a goldfish." - Arnold Gold 


Wanda Louise Barbour (1930-1979) 
had a glamorous life that ended in 
tragedy. This midwestern blonde flew 
to Hollywood at the age of 13 and got 
work in the movies with the help of 
the Screen Children's Guild. She was 
crowned Miss Hollywood the 
following year and after graduating 
from Narbonne High School joined 
Earl Carroll's Vanities as a showgirl, 
staying with the production until 
eloping with Thomas McDougall. lt 
was a marriage that ended in divorce, 
so her career quickly resumed with a 
starring role onstage in Ken Murray's 
Blackouts of 1950. 


Her career as an actress never 
launched, but she did have uncredited 
roles in several films including Son of 

Sinbad (1955) and Women's Prison 
(1955). She had greater success as a 
pinup girl in magazines like People 
Today, Cover Girl Models, SHOW, 
Modern Man, Follies, and Man's 
Story. 


She eventually remarried and 
managed a tire distribution company 
with her husband, Victor Bennett. 
Her life ended abruptly after her and 
her husband were killed with a 
shotgun at their home in Yucca 
Valley, California and subsequently 
dumbed in a landfill. The motive was 
robbery with several precious gems, 
coins, and firearms stolen. The 
couple was subsequently cremated. 


nNnnrw = 


7 0-0 ] 4 Poe oOo 


Jane Ann Bateman (1929-2024) had 
her brief moment in the spotlight in 
Singin' in the Rain (1952) as one of the 
twelve 1920s-era women in the 
"Beautiful Girl- segment, as can be 
seen in the accompanying 
photograph. She was born in Utah to 
Clarence and Narda Bateman, but 
spend most of her childhoodo in 
California. She got married shortly 
after graduating from Burbank High 
School, modeling until her death in 
Venice, Florida. Her daughter Janice 
creates pottery which she displays on 
YouTube and Pinterest. 
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Virginia Lee Bates (1927-2013) of 
Phoenix, Arizona began modeling 
purses as a teenager while enrolled at 
the University of Southern California 
until she was spotted at the 
university's gymnasium by Bill Grady, 
who was employed as a talent agent 
at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. She told 
him that she had been studying 
dramatic and hoped to be a star like 
Ava Gardner. Her enthusiasm and 
ambitions impressed the agent, who 
proceeded to sign her to a long-term 
contract with the studio. lt was every 
months of training and doing 
publicity for movies like Easter 
Parade (1948) and Joan of Arc (1948) 
before she was cast in anything. 


Hne AZAEKQ 


She appeared in The Lucky Stiff 
(1949), Neptune's Daughter (1949), 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1952), 

The French Line (1954), Silk 
Stockings (1957), and Bells Are 
Ringing (1960). After a brief marriage 
to famed cinematographer Richard 
Moore, she returned to her 
hometown with her daughter Michele 
where she worked in the business 
sector until her death. 


"| thought my mom was gonna live 
forever, but she went to get what | 
considered an unnecessary surgical 
procedure, and she went downhill 
fast." - Michele Christensen 


Eleanor Benveniste at 5'5" was 
labeled an ‘ugly duckling’ as a child, 
but that changed after reaching 
adulthood. She was a contestant in 
several pageants including Miss 
Hollywood, Miss Sun Goddess, 
Queen of the Harness, Miss Superior 
Honey, and Girl of the Golden West, 
winning a few of them. Her 
trademark smile made her a popular 
model in the Sears catalogs. In 
addition, she was a Stellar athlete and 
academic. It's why her peers at the 
University of California, Los Angeles 
voted her as the Most Typical 
American College Girl. 


Although she had walk-on roles in 
some movies, she was known by 
audiences for her frequent 
appearances on Art Linkletter's 
House Party and various sports- 
themed television special. lt's ashame 
because she would study acting as a 
child at camp during the summers. 
She did however get speaking roles 
on The Adventures of Superman and 
Gunsmoke, the latter where she was 
credited as Sue Collier. 
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"He [Marlon Brando] was the nicest 
and sweetest man... we'd sit and talk, 
and he'd wanna know everything 
about me." - Eleanor Bender 


Her movies included Son of Sinbad 
(1955), Around the World in 80 Days 
(1956), Jeanne Eagles (1957), Will 
Success Spoil Rock Hunter? (1957), 
The Tattered Dress (1957), The 
Monster That Challenged the World 
(1957), Kiss Them for Me (1957), and 
The Happy Ending (1969). 


It was on July 22, 1957 married a Dr. 
Raymond Moscatel. Although they 
divorced and remarried twice, they 
had a happy life in Beverly Hills, 
California that included four children 
and a poodle named Kiki. Her 
adoptive son, Rafael Moscatel, writes 
about Eleanor in his memoirs The 
Bastard of Beverly Hills. As of 2024, 
Eleanor -who is 93 years old- is in 
good health and active on Facebook 
and LinkedIn. She is an avid 
supporter of Donald Trump and owns 
a Tesla. 


"On our wall hung a classic poster for 
The Graduate (1967), which felt 
serendipitous because my mother 
[Eleanor] had her legs sketched for it." 
- Rafael Moscatel 


Babette Bentley (1933-2020) was 
quite an impressive woman. As a 
child, she made her onscreen debut in 
The Courageous Dr. Christian (1940). 
We shouldn't hear of her again until 
1953 when she was crowned 
California's Maid of Cotton. Those 
who are aware of the pageant would 
know that it was used to promote the 
farming, sales, and usage of cotton. 


It was between studying at the 
University of Southern California, 
fulfilling her duties as the Maid of 

Cotton, and producing a student-run 
television series titled Rendering 
Verdicts that she appeared in movies 
like The French Line (1954), Princess 
of the Nile (1954), and Francis Joins 
the WACS (1954). 


After graduating, she married her 
sweetheart James Halverson, who 
supported her ambitions. She was 
subsequently crowned Miss 
Burgermeister, studied drama with 
the Anthony Quinn Acting Group, and 
did several movies before giving birth 
to two daughters. She spent her later 
years in Malibu, California as a 
realtor where she and her husband 
sold properties to wealthy individuals 
on the coast. 
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".. college has meant an increase in 
my appreciation... not only for my 
countrymen, but for the other people 
of this wide world."- Bobette Bentley 


Evelyn Bernard (1930-2014) hadn't 
planned on a Career as a model until a 
flood destroyed her home in Dayton, 
Ohio. She packed her things and 
moved to Studio City, California 
where she modeled with JCPenney 
Company before being crowned Miss 
Lasting Impression, Queen of 
Flowers, Miss Los Angeles Fire 
Department, Miss Van Nuys, Queen 
of Fire Service Day, Casa de Cadillac, 
and the Valley Gun Queen. Her 
trademark dimples and auburn- 
colored hair gave her a uniqueness 
that helped her get work. 


Although modeling was profitable for 
her, she yearned to be an actress and 
tried immensely by appearing in 
several movies before getting her 
breakthrough role in The Wizard of 
Mars (1965). This low-budget film 
was panned by critics but is a cult 
classic among sci-fi audiences. 


lt was difficult finding information on 
Eve because she used several names 
throughout her career including Eve 
Bernard and Eve Barnard. | had a 
great conversation with her daughter 
Elizabeth, who has achieved a lot of 
success in Hollywood at NBC and 
CBS. Llater published an extensive 
profile on Eve in a magazine called 
Classic Images, which can give 
readers additional information on this 
wonderful woman. 
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Mildred Emma Berry (1924-1983) 
accomplished a lot as a child when 
she was dubbed a "dancing prodigy". 
She was in Conover and Life, danced 
in stage productions of Peter Pan and 
A Midsummer Night's Dream, and 
toured the country as a ballerina. 
When she reached her 20s, she was 
signed by RKO Studios, but failed to 
mimic the success she had as a child. 
She was however a popular 
spokesmodel for brands like Lux 
Stockings and the Pan-American 
Coffee Bureau. 


While at the studio, she met Karl 
Silvera, a makeup artist who prepared 
her for her screen test. They began 
dating and married months later. She 
didn't do much acting afterwards, but 
she was very involved in education 
and served on the Parent-Teacher- 
Association in Sherman Oaks, 
California. lt was decades after her 
death that her image was used to 
promote the Sensations Erotic 
Boutique's product known as The 
Daily Vibe. 
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lrene Kneitel (1952-2009) fled Austria 
to escape persecution by the Nazis, 
arriving in New York with her parents 
and a husband named Floyd Bolton. 
She was a trained ballerina, and that 
coupled with her photogenic 
appearance helped her get work as a 
showgirl at the Latin Quarter. She - 
not wanting to be tied down- 
abandoned her husband and newborn 
son Victor for a more adventurous 
life. 
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While trying to achieve stardom, she 
supplemented her income as a 
secretary at Columbia Pictures. 
Although a lot of her roles were 

typically walk-on, she did have a 
credited role in The Revolt of Mamie 

Stover (1956) that helped her qualify 

for membership with the Screen 
Actors Guild. 


She -having difficulties getting work 
in Hollywood- returned to New York 
to perform at the nightclubs, which 
contributed to a severe depression. 
On December 2, 1954, lrene 
attempted suicide, but was 
fortunately revived by a friend. She 
gave up on the idea of becoming a 
star afterwards, and left for Mexico 
where she remarried and had two 
additional children while reconciling 
with her firstborn son. She worked 
with a travel agency until her death. 


"My mother sort of abandoned us for a 
while. | wasn't angry with her though. She 
was young and wanted to be a star. She 
had her whole life ahead of her and she 
didn't wanna be a housewife just yet. | 
understood completely." - Victor Bolton 
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Barbara Phyllis Benjamin (1936-2019) 
[Center] appeared regularly on The 
Jackie Gleason Show where she 
announced the guests followed by 
saying the phrase "and away we go." 
Before starring in Guys and Dolls 
(1955) alongside Marlon Brando, she 
was a model who went to Hollywood 
at the urging of her parents. She was 
born in New York City to Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Benjamin. In addition to her 
looks and personality, she was an 
advocate for gay rights. After her 
marriage to actor Robert Duvall 
ended, she returned to New York 
City. In 2010, she authored the book 
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She appeared onscreen in Guys and 
Dolls (1955) and was also a fill- in 
interviewer on Tex and Jinx between 
numerous commercials. The pageants 
she competed in include Miss 
Surfmaid of 1953 and Miss Rheingold 
of 1955. She willingly left the 
entertainment industry after a high- 
profile interview with Newsday on 
October 28, 1955. She is survived by 
her husband Frederick Marcus and 
her daughters Nancy and Suzan. 
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"Marlon Brando tried to get a date with 
my mother, but she was a virgin and knew 
that it'd be difficult to stay that way after 

a night out with him." - Nancy Horne 


Norma Jean Smith (1936-2005) of 
Oklahoma was easily recognized by 
the mole above her lips. She was 
crowned Miss Santa Monica of 1954 
and did twelve episodes of The Bob 
Cummings Show before starring in 
Blazing the Overland Trail (1956) with 
Lee Roberts. lt became one of the 
most popular serials of the 1950s. Her 
career -which never launched despite 
various name changes and dyeing her 
hair blonde- cooled after marrying 
Bill Ward with whom she had a son 
named Kevin. 


She made national headlines on 
December 13, 1958 after being 
mugged by a man with a knife who 
tried to steal her purse. She fought 
him off and was rushed to a nearby 
hospital North Hollywood for 
treatment of minor injuries, most of 
which were superficial wounds to her 
arms. We didn't see her in the 
newspapers much afterwards, as she 
quit Hollywood and became a realtor. 


Shirley Mae Quickstad (1920-2001) 
spent her childhood in rural North 
Dakota. She attended North Dakota 
State College before transferring to 
the University of lllinois where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts. lt wasn't 
until 1945 that she flew to Hollywood 
to work as a secretary, gradually 
applying for modeling gigs. She was 
Queen of the Los Angeles Home 
Show and Queen of the Los Angeles 
Boat Show, which were immensely 
popular pageants in the 1950s. 


She was signed with RKO Studios 
after Howard Hughes sat in on both 
pageants and she appeared in several 
of his movies, typically in the chorus. 
She achieved greater success on 
television with long-running gigs on 
Harry Babbitt's Glamour Girl and 
Matinee Theater. You can also see 
her image on the front of Jackie 
Gleason's album titled Music, 
Martinis, and Memories where she's 
seen at a bar drinking a martini. 


Her youth seemed eternal because 
she had her first child at the age of 
39, continued modeling at auto shows 
in her 50s, and traveled across the 
country to various conventions and 
film festivals into her 80s. She even 
fooled modeling agencies into 
thinking that she was a decade 
younger than she actually was. 
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Jolene Marie Bufkin at 5'6" and 119Ibs T 

was one of the most popular students H 

at Covina High School, and by her : 
graduation in June 1952 was on 

various committees and clubs. The 

people of her hometown took notice : 

of her breathtaking appearance and ee 


fierce intelligence, and she quickly 
began racking up awards such as 
Queen of the Los Angeles County 
Fair, Wampus Baby Star, Miss Red 
Feather, Miss Baldwin Park, Queen of 
the Christmas Ball, and the Future 
Farmers of America Queen. 


She studied for a few semesters at 
Mount San Antonio Junior College, 
but changed course by enrolling at 
the Pasadena Playhouse and living at 
the Hollywood Studio Club to further 
her career as an actress, dancer, and 
vocalist. She achieved moderate 
success under the name Jolene Brand 
on Zorro, The Ernie Kovacs Show, 
Hawaiian Eye, and Whirlybirds. When 
auditioning for her role in Zorro, she 
met with Walt Disney personally. 


".. Working in pictures and in TV 
demands discipline in many things." - 
Jolene Brand 


In the 1950s, she had a weekly gig at 
Ciro's as a dancer alongside 
entertainer Johnnie Ray. That's where 
she met her soon-to-be husband 
George Schlatter, who was a manager 
there. They married in 1956, and 
according to tabloids she had to bring 
her mother with her because the 
clerk at the courthouse didn't believe 
that she was an adult. Jolene 
eventually left the industry while 
George became an award-winning 
producer. Jolene and her husband are 
considered royalty in Hollywood, and 
their decades-long marriage has 
stood strong. 


"one of the most beautiful girls...." - 
Harrison Carroll 


Marilyn Patricia Burtis (1927-2005) 
spent a semester at the Sawyer 
Business School in Massachusetts 
and got hired as a secretary at a law 
firm. She -feeling unfulfilled- packed 
her bags for Hollywood and used her 
savings to get a nearby apartment so 
she could rub shoulders and meet 
people. Her desire for fame got her a 
nightly gig as a cigarette girl at The 
Brown Derby in the hopes of being - 
in her words- discovered. 


It paid off when an executive at an 
advertising agency spotted her and 
put her in commercials and events 
like the National Barbecue and Patio 
Show and the Plymouth Sports 
Suburban. The various pageants she 
won like Miss Bar-B Cutie and Miss 
Radio and Television made headlines 
across the country. 


| labeled her as a sidekick because a 
lot of her career was being the 
sidekick of the Master of Ceremonies 
in several television series including 
Peter Potter's Juke Box Jury, Jack 
Bailey's Queen for a Day, Art 
Linkletter's House Party, and 
Groucho Marx You Bet Your Life. 


ies) 


AQF KR FPO DW 


"['m not really a cigarette girl. This is 
just part of my long range plan." - 
Marilyn Burtis 


Gwendolyn Mae Parks (1927-2005) of 
Greenville, Mississippi was somebody 
who l'd describe as a dark-haired 
Gloria Pall. She was crowned Good 
Posture Girl, The Girl We'd Most Like 
to Spy On, and Miss Safety while her 
pinups were featured in Eye, 
Sensation, Stare, Life, Focus, Picture 
Week, Glamorous Models, Photo, 
Cover Girls, Frolic, Foto, Gals and 

Gags, Picture Scope, and Hit! 


Although she got her start in the 
movies after mogul Edward Levin 
saw her in the Los Angeles Mirror, 
but it was the adult-themed movies 

like Million-Dollar Legs and Bare 

Facts that she did out of desperation 
that impacted -and perhaps 
damaged- her potential as an actress. 
lt wasn't that she didn't have talent 
because she was certainly talented. 
She was a good comedienne too, 
especially in the episodes of The 
Mickey Rooney Show that she guest- 
starred in. 


Her offscreen life was riddled with 
sadness, with her father dying in a 
collision and her son dying in war. 
Her financial woes were apparent 


after placing an advertisement in The 


Desert Sun seeking part-time work. 
Although she lived alone during her 
retirement, she had nieces and a 
nephew who she kept in touch with. 
They told me that she became an 
alcoholic and replied on disability to 
support herself. 
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"As she got older, she relied heavily on 
alcohol to get through the day. It 
probably led to her dementia 
diagnosis." - Michelle Parks 


(known nothing about this gorgeous 
woman besides that she appeared in 
Son of Sinbad (1955). The 
accompanying photograph is of her 
reading between rehearsals. | hope 
that someday her identity surfaces. 


Lois Cohen was born in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and had a respectable 
career in Hollywood and on 
Broadway. She had ambitions to be 
an operatic singer, but gave it up to 
pursue a Career as an actress. She 
was discovered by Arthur Godfrey, 
the host of the long-running 
television series Talent Scouts. He 
arranged her first nationally- 
broadcast performance on July 18, 
1955 to rave reviews. 


She got steady work in Hollywood, 
appearing on The Johnny Carson 
Show where Samuel Katzman saw 
her performance and subsequently 
cast her as Della in Rumble on the 
Docks (1956). lt would be her only 
starring role to date. One of the 
columnists on set, Bynner Martin, 
described Laurie as serious and 
professional. 


She later met Edwin Watson, a writer 
and advertising executive. They 
married on November 10, 1957. They 
had a daughter named Wendy on May 
51, 1962. On November 7, 1970, she 
married Sidney Fallender and became 
a well-respected socialite. She lives 
peacefully in the suburbs of Craven 
County, North Carolina and plans to 
start a film festival someday. She is a 
lover of animals. You can see her in 
the accompanying photograph on the 
television series Talent Scouts. 
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"| did a film and some television, but | 
am more proud of the stage work that 
[ did." - Laurie Carroll 


Eleanor Gustafson (1920-2011) [Left] 
was a green-eyed blonde who was a 
successful appraiser at a bank in 
Hartford, Connecticut before turning 
to modeling cigarettes, soap, and 
shampoo with the Society of Models. 
lt was her intention to be an investor 
until her roommate got her into a 
modeling agency. She was crowned 
Miss Crash Crew of Korea of 1952 - 
an odd title | know- and was featured 
in Redbook of March that year. Elly 
once complained to a reporter that a 
model's most insistent trouble is the 
soreness of their feet from trekking 
to various ad agencies. Of course 
studios offered her screen tests, but 
she didn't wanna leave New York. She 
did however fly to Hollywood once to 
marry Joe Hyams, a columnist who 
often wrote about stars, movies, and 
music. 


Yvonne Ruby [Center] of Portland, 
Oregon was close friends with Mitzi 
Gaynor, whom she met while 
studying at John Robert Powers' 
School of Modeling. She helped 
Yvonne get steady work and even got 
her a contract with Metroy-Goldwyn- 
Mayer where she appeared in The | 
Don't Care Girl (1953). She later 
performed with the lce Follies in Los 
Angeles, California. 
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"My ambition in life is to get married." - 
Yvonne Ruby 
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Marie 'Mary' Katherine Icide eo 
(1925-1993) was a model's model. She a 
was Statuesque and slender. She 
began modeling at the age of 20 after 
signing with the Dorothy Preble 
Agency, and appeared in the Pacific 
Models Directory where the 
telephones were ringing with 
magazines, manufacturers, and 
designers wanting her to pose, wear, 
and demonstrate products, apparel, 
and services. lt's a fact that she was 
one of the most photographed 
models of the century. 


Howard Hawks, the famed director, 
Saw promise and potential in her and 
thus offered her a contract with RKO 
Studios. The highly-publicized event 
was photographed for the magazine 
Life, which labeled her as Hawk's 
protege. Unfortunately for Hawks, 
Katherine had no interest in pursuing 
it. She later recalled being offered a 
role in a film at $150 a week, which 
she declined because she was earning 
$750 a week as a model and said "it's 
not profitable for me to be in the 
movies." 


She took a hiatus from movies before 
meeting Vincent Prince at a friend's 
house, who preoceeded to telephone 
Howard Hughes and get her roles in 
The French Line (1954) and Son of 
Sinbad (1955). As the 1950s ended, 
she invested in property and stocks 
knowing that you can't model forever. 


Her life afterwards was private, and "l studied [acting] for two and a half 
she was rarely seen again. In a years. | thought it'd be very good for me 
conversation | had with her cousin to see New York and see some plays. The 
Philip, he recalls seeing her at a day after | got here | started modeling at 
funeral in the 1980s and found her $25 an hour. | loved it and decided I'd 
behavior to be reserved. stay here."- Katherine Cassidy 


Dona Lou Cole (1934-2004) [Lower- 
Left] was one of six T-Venuses, who 
were essentially women chosen by 
NBC for contracts with their 
network. Although Angie Dickinson 
was the sole success of this 
endeavor, Dona is remembered by 
sci-fi fans as Sandra Kelley in The 
Beast with a Million Eyes (1955). She 
was a Deb Star as well. She - 
according to her daughter- died of 
cancer at the age of 69. 


Mary Ann Edwards (1931-2021) 
[Center] had a memorable role in 
Giant (1956), but beforehand was 

known for her texan-style wardrobe 
that included boots, jeans, and 
cowboy hats. After graduating from 
the Kay Corderman School of 
Modeling, she was crowned Miss 
Golden Gloves, which led to a one- 
page profile in Modern Screen. After 
the limelight faded, she became an 
agent, weather girl, and volunteer at 
various arts-based organizations. 
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Audrey Mae Conti (1933-2021) was a 
5'5" tour guide at a brewery in 
Wisconsin when she auditioned to be 
on What's My Line? as a contestant, 
and what was supposed to be a 
nothing more than that turned into an 
career as an actress after being 
offered five screen tests and 
receiving thousands of fan letters. 
Her television credits included The 
Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet and 
The Sheriff of Cochise. 


Although she quit working as a tour 
guide with Pabst Brewing Company, 
she became a spokesmodel with them 
by appearing in several of their 
commercials and advertisements 
through 1954. The following year, she 
was one of eight women who 
auditioned for the role of Princess 
Aouda in Around the World in 80 
Days (1956). It's worth noting that the 
director mentioned how unusual her 
surname was. She ultimately wasn't 
chosen for the role. 
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... She is constantly being mistaken by 


strangers for some movie star or 
other." - George Tashman 


Patricia S. Conway (1931-2017) of 
Long lsland, New York was a popular 
model at Coney Island before being 
signed by the Conover Modeling 
Agency. Although she didn't do much 
regarding pinups or fashion, but her 
recurring gig on The Big Payoff made 
her a familiar face with television 
audiences. While the host spoke with 
contestants, Pat would present and 
demonstrate potential prizes. She 
stayed with the network for several 
years before marrying Marco 
Brizzolara. 


Her achievements included winning 
several pageants like Queen of the 
Diamond and Miss Gotham of which 
she competed in while living with and 
helping care for her several siblings. 
As she got older, she dedicated her 
life to Catholicism and regularly 
attended the Most Blessed Sacrament 
Parish. She's not to be confused with 
the other Pat Conway, who was an 
actress and model in the 1960s 
known for her uncanny resemblance 
to Jacqueline Kennedy. 


Ondo I 


"It [Sex Education] is absolutely evil 
and my taxes should not be used to 
teach evil." - Pat Conway 


D 
Dorothy Lorraine Roberts A 
(1926-2011) was a redhead who N 
hailed from Seattle, Washington. C 
Once dubbed 'the prettiest showgirl ; 
in the world’, she began her career a 
shortly after marrying an actor 
named John Crawford. It's assumed 
that he introduced her to 
Hollywood. Her photographs by 
Bernard of Hollywood were 
circulated across the country and 
caught the eye of Samuel Goldwyn 
who cast her in The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty (1947). 


Photoplay and The American were 
two of the various magazines she 
posed with, but it was her tenure as 
a showgirl at The Moulin Rouge - 
when she was in her 30s l'll add- 
that turned heads. She did a few 
movies afterwards, but one titled 
The Patsy (1964) is notable because 
she appeared on the posters and 
advertisements despite her 
unimportant role as a manicurist. 


While at the height of her career, 
she had two daughters whom 
would later have careers in 
filmmaking. She quit acting 
altogether after a bad experience 
during the filming of Camelot 
(1967), and got work as a secretary 
with an aviation manufacturer. 


"Who do you have to know to get off 
this set [Camelot}?." - Lorraine 
Crawford 


Vernon Linda Danson (1926-1975) 
was born in a working-class family in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She studied 
dance and although she never 
became a great dancer, she was good 
enough to get work at various 
nightclubs such as The Copacabana. 
The several -and quite obscure- 
pageants she won included Miss 
Blackberry Julep, Miss Manhattan 
Tower, Miss Spirit of the New 
Frontier, Queen of the Redwood City 
Rodeo and Queen of the American 
Shuffleboard League. 


Although not as talented as women 
like Eva Marie Saint or Katharine 
Hepburn, Linda was a credible -and 
sometimes skillful- actress in roles 
like Anne in Combat Squad (1953) and 
Fabria in The Adventures of Hajji 
Baba (1954). Her breakthrough role in 
The Gallant Hours (1960) didn't 
happen because of a spinal injury 
that left her out of commission for 
several weeks. It was an immense 
setback for her, as the role could've 
made her a star. 


"Linda made her name as a dancer, 
but mingled with the higher ups." - 
Stella Zoric 


The headlines that she made weren't 
a result of her talent, but rather the 
men she dated. They were quite 
wealthy and powerful. These men 
included Bill Williams, Pev Marley, Jon 
Hall, Herman Hover, Bert Mittelman, 
Jacques Foti, Frank Thomas, and 
Harry Richman. They aren't 
household names, but they had a lot 
of influence in Hollywood. 


| spoke with one of her nephews last 
year, who told me that Linda was a 
cousin of Cheers' Ted Danson. He - 
who was unaware of Linda's death- 
said that his mother idolized her and 
kept a glamorous photograph of her 
above the fireplace. It's worth noting 
that she starred in an 8mm adult- 
themed film titled The Sun Bather 
that occasionally surfaces online. 


Mildred Darlyn Mersich attended 
Lowell High School in San Francisco, 
California where she was in Acapella 

choir. She studied modeling at the 

nearby House of Charm under the 
mentorship of designer Lilli-Ann. 
While she was between courses, Jann 
saw a flier asking for contestants to 
compete in Miss San Francisco. Jann 
entered the competition in May 1952 
and won. She put her modeling career 
on earn a degree at San Francisco 
State University. 


Her mentor encouraged her to go to 
Hollywood, which she ddi. She was 
crowned Girl of the Golden West and 
Miss Lipstick while appearing in 
several movies including Guys and 
Dolls (1955) which included 
embarking on an international tour to 
promote the film. At 5'6" and 120Ibs 
with measurements of 56-22-56, she 
was an in-demand model who 
primarily posed in advertisements 
with companies like Friskies, Max 
Factor, and Palmolive Soap. 


She almost made a breakthrough 
when cast in a substantial role in a 
film alongside Joan Crawford, but the 
production was scrapped before 
filming began. Jann married a wealthy 
grocer and divided her days between 
California and Texas until settling 
down in Paso Robles, California 
where she resides with her son. 


n nNnnrw = 


ZAP 


OQNQnAH TAP RS 


Sara Catherine Dysart (1921-2005) 
was a divorcee and employee at a 
refinery in Georgia when she was 
offered a role in It's a Joke, Son! 
(1947) by the Hollywood Dialogue 
Directors Association, who was 
searching for a gorgeous southerner 
with an undiluted accent. She was 
quickly signed by John Robert 
Powers' Modeling Agency, spending 
the following year in New York City 
where she fell into an immense 
depression and was fired by Eagle- 
Lion Studios. Things reached a 
crescendo after an argument with her 
boyfriend, and she overdosed on pills. 
She was revived and returned to her 
hometown to recover. 


In 1949, Cathy decided to give 
Hollywood another try. She did a few 
movies until falling in love with a war 

veteran whom she met at a star- 
studded gala hosted by comedian 
Jimmy Ritz. She was interred at the 
Pine Log United Methodist Church 
Cemetery. 
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"| knew that | was gonna be bullied for 
being Asian-American, so | studied 
Vogue and other magazines to 
educate myself on the westernized 
styles. That's what led me to be a 
fashion model." - Charlotte Jularbal 


| found out about Charlotte M. Lee 
after doing research on the Miss San 
Francisco pageant of which she was a 
semifinalist in April 1950. The 
following year, she modeled at the 
Chinese Model Sorority National 
Convention while a member of the 
Phi Tau Omega Sorority. 


Her ambition wasn't fame, but rather 
to become a teacher. She raised her 
daughter alone while earning her 
teaching credentials at the University 
of Nevada and became an award- 
winning educator. As Charlotte 
Jularbal, she lives in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 


Nancy Lee Coffman (1915-2000 was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Coffman 
and worked at the nearby Farmer's 
Market until breaking into films. She'd 
tell agencies that she was in her 20s 
despite being in her 30s, but it was a 
success as she appeared in box-office 
successes like A Slight Case of 
Larceny (1953) and Anything Goes 
(1956) . 


lt wasn't her career that put her in 
the headlines, but rather a 
contentious divorce with the wealthy 
J. Radford Garner where she was 
awarded thousands of dollars and a 
house. She won a lottery shortly 
before the divorce was finalized and 
lived comfortably in Newport Beach, 
California with her two daughters. 


She'd be long forgotten if not for a 
viral meme a few years ago of her 

scrubbing an oven with the caption 

"When | see ads on TV with smiling, 

happy housewives using a new 

cleaning product, the only thing Ll 

want to buy are the meds they must 

be on." 


Rosenne Berger (1954-2020) was one 
of several models -and the only one 
in this book- who appeared in Alfred 

Hitchcock's film Vertigo (1958) as one 
of the in-store saleswomen. Although 
born in New York, she was raised in 
Beverly Hills, California with the dull 
name Berger. She modeled coats at 
the Fashion Roundup, the California 
Fashion Creators, Cole of California, 

and was a finalist in Miss Los 
Angeles, U.S.A. 


Her sole credited onscreen role was 
Cat-Women of the Moon (1953) 
where she can be seen with a dazed 
expression holding a tray of Hors 
D'oeuvre. She gave it up after 
marrying Stan Richards, a disc jockey, 
with whom she had two children. 
Roxanne had a mole -or beauty mark 
as they call it- on the left side of her 
face which proved popular with 
photographs. 


Her last public appearance was at a 
reunion at Beverly Hills High School 
in 2011. A reporter later said that 
Roxanne -who was aS glamorous as 
ever- lived on the coast and was 
working for a travel agency in her 
70s. 


OXOYWLU 


AmMA AZ PK 


moa 


DaoO>rm oe am 


"| was a baby when my mother died. 
She was vacationing when she was 
struck with polio. She died in an iron 
lung. My father never recovered from 
the grif.” - Michael Ullian 


Judith Raben (1955-1955) at 5'6" and 
118lbs with measurements of 
56-25-55 was a model with the 
Nassau Modeling Agency, who helped 
her get into the first issue of TV 
Guide on June 30, 1951. She spent her 
childhood in New York as the 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Raben, and attended Baldwin 
High School where she was a 
cheerleader. 


She was crowned Miss Great Neck, 

Miss WNBT, and The Girl Who Looks 
Loveliest on Television in addition to 
appearing in TV Guide, Movie Teen, 

and Modern Screen. Her impressive 

resume earned her a scholarship at 
the Barbizon School of Modeling and 

the Adelphi School of Dramatics. 


The fact that she got married and had 
two sons at such a young age didn't 
slow her down, and she furthered her 
career by getting a plum role in Son 
of Sinbad (1955) with plans to do 
additional movies for the studio. She 
could've been a Star, but it never 
happened because she contracted 
polio while vacationing with her 
husband. She died on September 1, 
1955. 


Millicent Louise Deming [Right] at 
5'6" and 115lbs and 55-25-34 modeled 
with magazines like Tempo, Pageant, 

and Cover Girls Models before 
founding her own modeling school on 
Sunset Blvd. Miss Metals, Miss 
Courtesy, Miss Tele-Color, and the 
Boat Show Queen were among her 
titles. She was a contestant for Miss 
U.S.A and a spokesmodel for the 
Ostrom Lumber Company. 


Her acting career -which began after 
studying at the Highland Playouse of 
Dramatic Arts- was somewhat 
credible with starring roles onstage 
and walk-on roles onscreen in Two 
Tickets to Broadway (1951) and The 
Garment Jungle (1957). She had 
auditions with Paramount Pictures 
and Columbia Studios, but nothing 
materialized. At the age of 91, she 
resides in Southern California where 
she is active in property 
management. 
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Patsy Maxine Emanuel (1926-2018) 
was raised in the quaint town of 
Liberty City, Texas, far from the 

cutthroat antics of Hollywood. As a 

teenager, she modeled with Neiman- 
Marcus, worked at a construction 

company, and sewed garments on the 

side. lt was while waiting for a trolley 

that she was approached by a man 

named Alexander Paaul, whom she'd Ap 
later discover was an agent with 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


It was an interesting two years for 
Pat. She did a few movies, appeared 
in Vogue and Bazaar, and dated the 
renowned Clark Gable. Things came 

to an abrupt end as she was 
homesick and wanted to return to her 
southern roots. She spent the rest of 
her life in Liberty, Texas as a wife and 
mother of five children. 


"| would rather live in Liberty, Texas, 

and be a good solid American citizen, 

than all the glamour Hollywood could 
ever offer" - Pat Emery 


Gilda Avakian (1929-2013) was born in 
Mexico City, Mexico and immigrated 
to Massachusetts as a toddler with 
her parents. She studied various 
kinds of dance as a child and later 
joined the Spanish Dancers Company 
who toured across the country. Her 
first film was Son of Sinbad (1955) 
where she portrayed one of the eight 
slaves bound in chains as they are 
escorted to an auction. 


After walk-on roles in a few movies, 
she joined the Thelma White Agency 
because they specialized in casting 
Latinas. Although she didn't get 
anything substantial, her character in 
The Tall Men (1955) was plastered on 
various posters throughout the 
country. She spent a few years in 
Mexico afterwards where she did a 
few movies that have yet to 
resurface. 


lt wasn't until the end of the decade 
that Marlon Brando offered a role in 
The Fugitive Kind (1960). lt was the 
opportunity of a lifetime, but she was 
pregnant and therefore passed on it. 
The father was an actor named 
Gaston Santos. They never married, 
but they had two sons together who'd 
later appear in several commercials. 
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"My mother and stepfather started a 
limousine company after she left 
Hollywood. She was a savvy 
businesswoman." - Jarett Jamison 


Eleanor S. Zuegler (1929-2019) was a 
redhead born in New York and 
quickly caught the acting bug. She 
became an usherette at the 
Paramount Theater in New York at 
the age of 16 alongside Vic Damone, 
who'd eventually become one of the 
biggest stars in the world. lt was 
months later that her uncle flew her 
to California and enrolled her singing 
lessons. She'd study acting 
simultaneously with the famed Ben 
Bard. 


While trying to be a star, Chris o Lune 

worked as a waitress at the Keyboard 

Supper Club and as a saleswoman at 
a Chevrolet dealership where she 

made connections and got modeling 
jobs at department stores like Furs 
For Men and Hengerer's. She later 
joined the Screen Actors Guild and 
appeared in television series like M 

Squad and 77 Sunset Strip. 
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"I'm writing a book about my mother's 
life. There's a lot about her that people 
don't know. It's gonna be an 
interesting read." - Lori Fortune 


Barbara Freking (1950-2012) at 5'7" 
and 120Ibs was a curvaceous blonde 
who began her career in New York 
City with the Mary Webb Davis 
Modeling Agency in lieu of a 
scholarship to a college in West 
Virginia. The agency put her in 
Magazines, Calendars, and pinups 
because of her buxom and statuesque 
build. This followed with a well- 
received role in Susan and God at the 
Geller Theater where she caught the 
acting bug. 


She probably would've had a good 
career in the movies had she started 
earlier, but she get to Hollywood until 
she was 27 years old after a casting 
director named Lew Kerner chose 
her out of 1,500 women to reign as 
Queen of the Rose Parade. He 
proceeded to give her an audition and 
cast her in Appointment with Murder 
(1948). The rest of her movies were 
disappointing because she was 
always cast as the 'model'’, 'showgirl', 
or ‘woman. 


Although she had an interesting life 
that included girl scouts and 
childhood tragedies like her bother 
dying as a toddler, one of the most 
interesting aspects of her life was 
that she was bisexual and had an 
affair with Virginia Leith, an actress 
who'd later marry comedian Don 
Harron. lt could explain why she 
never married despite dating a lot of 
wealthy men. 


"The matron herself [at our wedding] 
was a blonde Vogue model, Barbara 
Freking. | found out much later that 
she and my wife had a lesbian affair." - 
Don Harron 


Doris Joan Gildart (1933-2020) was a 
model who appeared in numerous 
movies, television series, and 
pictorials throughout the 1950's. She 
discovered her love of theater in 1946 
after starring in Let Me Grown Up at 
John Burroughs's Middle School. 
After graduating from Burbank High 
School, she did regional theater by 
starring in the stage production of 
Grand Guignol at The Playmakers 
before modeling apparel. She was a 
finalist in the Queen of the Valley, 
Queen of the Home Show, and Miss 
Universe pageants. 


She got steady work after being cast 
on Jack Bailey's Queen for a Day 
where she modeled housewares and 
awarded gifts to the contestants for 
$250 a week. In addition to her 
talents as an actress, she was a 
generous person as well. She -in 
what was a highly-publicized event- 
raised a lot of money for the March 
of Dimes by selling "kisses" for $1. 


Mary Ellen Gleason (1921-1998) 
[Third-Left] was 19 years old when 
she got her first gig modeling 
bridesmaids outfits in Roberts, 
llinois, and spent the following four 
years participating entertaining 
soldiers in a nationwide tour 
sponsored by the U.S Treasury 
Department. After the war ended, she 
flew to New York to model gowns at 
Bonwit Teller, a luxury department 
store. She was crowned Miss 
Standard Oil that year and appeared 
on the front of their magazine while 
working at other companies like 
Dixon Appliance Company where she 
was a spokesmodel for their state-of- 
the-art lronrite lroner. 


As one of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 
chorus girls, she appeared in several 
movies including The Kid From 
Brooklyn (1946) and The Secret Life 
of Walter Mitty (1947), but she didn't 
get any good roles until the 
emergence of television that included 
several episodes of the Colgate 
Comedy Hour, Ladies Choice, and 
The Ray Bolger Show. Although she 
retired in 1957, her daughter 
Madonna would follow in her 
footsteps by modeling for various 
brands including Adohr Farms. 


Marjorie Graner (1938-2024) never 
achieved the stardom of Lana Turner 
or Cyd Charisse, but this 5’6” and 
118Ib blonde became a talented 
performer in New York and 
Hollywood. She accomplished a lot as 
a child and by the age of 15 was a 
ballerina, gymnast, and academic. It 
was after graduating from Grover 
Cleveland High School that she -in 
lieu of accepting a scholarship at 
Elkins College- joined The Rockettes, 
a group of performers who toured 
the country to entertain at fairs and 
conventions. She did that for several 
months before working at the 
Tropicana Hotel, which opened on 
April 4, 1957. 


This was followed with an impressive 
onscreen career where she did 
several movies including Cinderfella 
(1960), The Best of Everything (1959), 
The Beloved Infidel (1959), Rat Race 
(1960) and Go, Johnny Go! (1959). She 
Was uSually a buxom blonde, and 
rarely had dialogue. She had greater 
success on Broadway in Pal Joey and 
Do Re Mi before marrying Dr. Richard 
Pichel. They had two sons named 
Jesse and Matthew. 
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Patricia Barbara Hall (1924-2017) was 
born in Washington to Harry and 
Edith Hall. She would eventually be 
known as the most photographed 
pinup model in the country with an 
estimated hundreds of magazines 
that she appeared in. She even had a 
swimsuit named after her. 


Her niche was being named the Girl 
with the World's Most Beautiful Legs, 
which -after a meeting with one of 
the judges named Buddy Westmore- 
helped her get a contract with 
Universal Studios where she didn't 
get anything other than a few walk- 
on roles. She'd later reminisce about 
her defunct acting career, saying 
"very few kids become stars. l guess 
l'm one of those who just missed." 


| was impressed to find during my 
research that she didn't have an 
agent and therefore did a lot of her 
own publicity by carrying a briefcase 
with photographs and a resume. 
You'll find that she did some modeling 
under the name Edith Jackson after 
dyeing her hair blonde. 
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"I'm studying between model jobs. 
That's why | came to Hollywood. | 
want a film career." - Pat Hall 


Lorraine Melba Hinton (1928-2011) 
was a blonde bombshell who who 
attended the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music with her 
lifelong friend, actress Barbara Eden. 
Although she had a respectable 
career in pinups (VUE, PIC, TAB, and 
SPAN) and nightclubs, she never 
achieved the success that she hoped 
to as a vocalist and often only booked 
gigs at lesser-known venues. 


Her son told me that she was 
frequently pursued by men in 
Hollywood. One such man offered her 
a television series in exchange for 
sex, which she refused. She gave up 
the idea of being a star and worked as 
her friend Barbara Eden's hair stylist 
for years. She did have a guest- 
starring role on Groucho Marx's You 
Bet Your Life, which made headlines 
in a lot of newspapers across the 
country. 


The accompanying photograph 
depicts Lori at the Los Angeles 
Trailer Show on January 31, 1956. It's 
worth mentioning that Barbara Eden 
attended the same event. 


"[ don't know why my mother didn't 
succeed as a singer. | remember 
asking Barbara [Eden] if she wasn't a 
good enough singer, but she assured 
me that wasn't the case." - Jeffrey Hart 


Judith Lee Jacobson had an uncanny 
resemblance to Marilyn Monroe. If 
she was more motivated, she could've 
been a star. She -at 5'5", 110]bs, and 
measurements of 35-25-35- was 
crowned Miss Cheese, Miss 
Milwaukee, and Miss Wisconsin in 
1955, and remained active in the 
latter pageant as a judge throughout 
the 1950s. The corresponding 
photograph was taken hours before 
Judy was crowned Miss Wisconsin. 


She spent the remainder of the 
decade in Chicago, llinois with her 
husband before purchasing a house in 
Rome, ltaly. Her whereabouts are 
unknown as her siblings, nieces, and 
nephews lost touch with her decades 
ago. 


Pamela 'Pearl' Margaret Michaelson 
(1922-2002) was perhaps the luckiest 
and unluckiest of the models in this 
book. This housewife and mother 
posed for various magazines before 
getting a Starring role in The Tracer, 
a 26-episode television series by 
Parker-Rogers Productions. A lot of 
the episodes didn't air, and the series 
is reportedly lost. The publicity set 
off a chain reaction where she was 
reportedly cast or considered for 
roles in several movies including The 
Great Gildersleeve, Will Success 
Spoil Rock Hunter?, The Company of 
Cowards, and The Crooked Triangle. 
She sadly didn't appear in any of 
these movies because they were 
never filmed or she was recast. She 
probably would've had greater 
success in the industry if she started 
earlier. 


She had a good life though as a nurse, 
wife, and mother. ln addition, she had 
a Master of Science in Psychology. 
Her career in Hollywood floundered, 
but she still kept active. In fact, she 
was frequently in the tabloids for her 
environmental activism and anti- 
drilling campaigns and was 
considered for the honor of being the 
first 'Stewardess in Space’. 
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"Will you permit oil companies, no 
matter what persuasive pressure they 
may promulgate, to set up drilling 
sights?" - Pamela Jayson 


Joyce lrene Johnson and her sister 
Grace were prolific in the realm of 
pageants. She was crowned Miss Sun 
Valley, Miss Bay Beach, Miss Pop's 
Willow Lake, Miss Santa Monica 
NPPA, and Fairest of the Fair at the 
San Fernando Vally Fair. lt was at the 
fair that a director named Robert 
Sparks approached her and offered 
her a contract with RKO Studios. She 
appeared in two movies, Son of 
Sinbad (1955) and The French Line 
(1954) and can be heard saying "what 
a kiss" in the latter film during the 
"With a Kiss' segment. 


She officially qualified for the AFTRA- 
SAG on March 19, 1957 after doing a 
film in France, but lost interest in the 
idea of stardom. Joyce currently 
Manages an manages an AirBnb in 
Southern California while selling 
luxury homes. She didn't respond to 
requests for an interview, but we 
hope that she is well. Her fans can 
find her pinups in issues of Bold, 
Gala, and VUE. 
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Judith Hatula's (1934-2022) love of 
theater began when she was a 
teenager. She studied dramatics at 
Wayne University. After winning Miss 
Snow and Queen of the Bloomfield- 
Motor City Photocade, she was 
crowned Miss Michigan, U.S.A of 
1952 and was a Semifinalist in the 
Miss U.S.A pageant. She set her 


sights on Hollywood soon afterwards. 


lt was within a two-year period that 
she was signed by Universal Pictures, 
RKO Studios, and CBS. She had 
decorative roles in The Mississippi 
Gambler (1953) and Son of Sinbad 
(1955), but achieved greater success 
on the radio with recurring roles on 
The Jack Benny Show, Playhouse of 
Broadway, and Stars Over 
Hollywood. 


CBS crowned her Girl-of-the-Month 
for her contributions to radio. tn an 
interview with Bob Thomas, she said 
that she wanted a man who had 
sincerity, faithfulness, and honesty. 
She found those qualities in Richard 
Becker, whom she married. They had 
three children together named 
Kenneth, Richard, and Corinne. She 
didn't wanna do show-business 
anymore, and devoted her life to her 
family. She lived in Finland until her 
death from Pancreatic Cancer. 
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"{l want a man who is tall, broad- 

shouldered, handsome, wealthy, 

intelligent, an actor, and with the 
same religion that | have." - Judy Jorell 


Sara Marie Siegel (1928-2011), also 
known as Dulcy, Dulcey, and Dulcie 
was an in-store mannequin who 
yearned for better things. She 
attended the Wesleyan Conservatory 
of Music and New York University 

and spent the earlier days of her S 
career on anthology-themed 
television series with the occasional Ww 
role in Meet Me in Las Vegas (1956) I 
and Kismet (1955), the latter she was F 
cast after a referral from the film's E 
star Dolores Gray 


As her career floundered, she met 
Louis V. Shurr, an agent who 
represented some of the greatest 
stars of the 1950s. They married 
shortly thereafter. lt was the best 
thing that could've happened for her 
career, as she started getting more 
roles on television resulting from her 
husband's influence. She'd spend 
decades between Hollywood and 
Broadway developing her craft to 
become one of this nation's finest 
actresses. 


| spoke with her nephew recently 
who informed me of her death. She 
was using the name Dulcie Smith, and 
spent her later years as President of 
Friendly House, which was a 
nonprofit dedicated to helping 
alcoholic women. It was a cause that 
she was passionate about after 
seeing a lot of her colleagues fall into 
alcoholism. 


[on auditioning for the role of Miss 
Adelaide in Guys and Dolls] "Years ago, 
| auditioned for the part and the 
director said, 'Who would believe this 
girl had been going with a guy 14 years. 
She's too young.' | didn't get the role." - 
Dulcie Jordan 


Jean Kerrigan Hrabik (1923-2011) 
[Left] at 5'4, 115lbs, and 
measurements of 56-25-34 was one 
of thousands of starlets who 
appeared in several films throughout 
the 1950s, but she had the distinction 
of becoming the Second Lady of 
California. This copper-haired woman 
had a career in Hollywood that 
seemed promising, but was riddled 
with inconsistency and poor 
management by the studios who 
hired her. 


Keith studied at the University of 
Pittsburgh for two years before 
leaving to focus on her modeling 
career, which became more 
successful after attending the 
Barbizon School of Modeling and 
Acting. She was hired by Don Loper 
and John Robert Powers’ agencies 
shortly thereafter. Her agent Marc 
Newman had her use the pseudonym 
Jean Mills, got her interviews with 
20th Century-Fox and Universal 
Pictures, and helped her win the title 
of Mrs. America and Queen of the 
National Apple Week. Her image was 
painted on the B-24D Liberator 
airplane 'Strawberry Bitch’, which is 
on display at the National Museum of 
the USAF. She later married Edwin 
Reinecke, who became the 39th 
Lieutenant Governor of California. 


Meltoni Theda Varga (1918-1985) 
[Right] -while living in Texas- went to 
California to visit a friend and got 
hired as a mannequin. The 
coresponding photograph depicts her 
and Keith Kerrigan with Francis the 
Mule circa 1950. 
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"Our house was destroyed in a fire, 
and my mother's [Keith Kerrigan] 
memorabilia and photographs were 
destroyed. | wish we had some stuff." - 
Marc Reinecke 


Shirley Ann Kimball (1928-2016) at 
5'6", 108lbs, and measurements of 
34-22-34 spent her childhood 
delivering newspapers for the 
Oakland Tribune. She graduated from 
Berkeley High School and followed 
her parents to Los Angeles where her 
father got a job opportunity. She 
hadn't even considered modeling until 
a representative with the Davis 
Agency approached her and got her 
steady work. 


She soon began winning several 
pageants like Miss Frozen Foods, 
Miss World Trade Week, Miss Fashion 
Plate, The 'Hop' Queen, Sweetheart 
of Sigma Chi, Miss Maritime, and 
Queen of the Hollywood Beaux Arts 
Ball, the latter earning her a contract 
with RKO Pictures where she 
appeared in a few of their films. She 
joined the AFTRA-SAG on February 
8, 1955. 


One of the highlights of her career 
was being hired as a spokesmodel of 
various brands like Bireley's Soda, 
Squirt, Dr. Pepper, Maybelline 
Cosmetics, Chesterfield Cigarettes, 
and lvory Soap, appearing on the 
latter's April-May-June portion of 
their 1952 calendar wearing stripes 
and a Sailor's hat. She died in Simi 
Valley, California, survived by her 
children and grandchildren. 
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"No more pictures... | am strictly a 
model." - Shirley Kimball 


Ella Mae Carehnke (1922-1975) was 
born in Gainesville, Florida in a 
working-class household where she 
was the eldest of several siblings.. As 
an adult, she worked at Western 
Union for a couple of years before 
leaving the sunshine state to travel 
the world modeling brands at 5'8" 
and 120Ibs like Cole of California, 
Adrian Designs, Howard Shoup, and 
lrene. The latter designer was the one 
who discovered her and launched her 
career. 


In addition to walk-on roles, she'd 
often do publicity for the movies she 
appeared in because studios needed 

somebody who could wear the 
fashion nicely. One such film was 
Lovely to Look At (1952), where she 
was one of fifteen women chosen 
from 200 that were auditioned. She 
didn't like doing pinups, with the only 
one she posed for being in the 
January 19535 issue of McCall's 
Magazine where she wore a two- 
toned striped swimsuit. Those 
interested can also find her on 
advertisements with Trans World 
Airlines. 
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"Our boyfriends are pretty confident, 
like all American men." - Honey King 
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June Shirley Kirby (1928-2022) was a 
5'9" blonde who attended the 
Barbizon School of Modeling before 
doing commercials and print 
advertisements in New York City. She 
was first a spokesmodel with 
Chesterfield Cigarettes and appeared 
on posters for their products despite 
never having touched a cigarette, 
later doing pinups in magazines like 
Intimate Romances, LAFF, FOTO, TV 
Guide, Collier, Sunday Mirror, 
Famous Models, Photoplay, 
Screenland, Pageant, Cover Girl, PIC, 
Manchete, and Gala. Her crowning 
achievement in this field was being 
crowned Posture Queen of America 
by the National Chiropractic 
Association. 


Although she never became a star, 
she had some good fortune on 
Broadway and in movies like New 
York Confidential (1955), Guys and 
Dolls (1955), Kismet (1955), Silk 
Stockings (1957), and Bells Are 
Ringing (1960). She stopped acting 
after marrying a soldier named Roy 
Whitlock and relocating to Georgia, 
but she did fly to Hollywood 
frequently to do wardrobe at various 
studios since she was a trained 
costumer. 
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.. one of the prettiest new bodies 


about town." - Earl Wilson 


She kept in touch with a lot of her 
modeling colleagues, some of whom 
are in this book like Jann Darlyn, 
Maxine Reeves, Suzanne Alexander, 
and Pat Sheehan. | spoke with her a 
year before she died and told her that 
she should publish her memoirs, to 
which she said "it was so long ago." 
She didn't seem interested in doing 
SO. 


Although she is no longer with us, her 
image is still seen in modern-day 
branding of cosmetics including Dirty 
Works and Trick and Treatment, both 
of which have her plastered on 
several of their soaps, cleaners, and 
eyeliner. She is profiled in-depth in 
Top Models, which was published on 
March 31, 2023. 


"The average model in my experience 
works no harder than the average 
successful stenographer. Yet the 
compensations are far greater, and 
the work is glamorous and exciting to 
say the least." - June Kirby 


Barbara Joy Langstaff (1935-2022) 
was a Statuesque blonde who spent 
her life living in the moment. On a 
whim, she went to an audition that 
was asking for dancers and despite 
having no training impressed the 
choreographer and was cast on 
several television series with NBC. 
This was followed by a prolific role in 
Son of Sinbad (1955), and you can see 
her on various posters that were 
used to promote the film. 


Her impressive measurements of 
36-24-36 made her a popular pinup 
girl in magazines like Pageant, See, 

Picture Scope, Show, Flip, and 
Blightly. She got additional modeling 
offers, but quit because her marriage 

and subsequent marriages took her 
down a different path. lt was an 
adventures life though. She learned to 
fly an airplane, became a competitive 
bowler, wrote for a newspaper, 
became a realtor, and had two 
children. 


At the age of 87, doctors discovered 
that she had colon cancer and despite 
encouraging her to undergo surgery, 
she refused and was content with 
hospice. Her last words were "this 
[dying] isn't so bad." She died in 
Forest, Virginia. 
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"My mother [Joy Langstaff] was her 
own person. She lived her life the way 
that she wanted to, and didn't cave 
into norms." - Shana Magidson 


Wy, yy WY, | 
44YY VY YY if | ; 
Vly, 


hie 
~ hehe 


yy 


igs 
9 ae 


Jeanne Marie Brophy (1923-2019) 
after being crowned Queen of 
Television Month at 5'7" and 120lbs 
and completing a publicity tour, was 
frequently a part of the chorus in 
movies in the 1950s with no dialogue 
or close-ups. She was born in New 
Jersey to John and Elsie Brophy, and 
upon finishing her studies at Neptune 
High School enrolled at the John 
Robert Powers School of Modeling in 
New York. 


She was reliable and attractive, but 
was too generic and interchangeable 
to achieve anything substantial in 
Hollywood. She appeared in several 
movies at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
including East Side, West Side (1949), 
An American in Paris (1951), Show 
Boat (1951), Singin’ in the Rain (1952), 
The Merry Widow (1952), and The 
Belle of New York (1952). 
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"My sister [Meredith Leeds] used to 
tell me what a relentless womanizer 
Joe E. Brown was. He wasn't any 
different than his onscreen persona." - 
Barbara Quakenbush 
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Vonnie Laverne Hill was arguably the 
most gorgeous on earth who was 
discovered in a way similar to that of 
Lana Turner. She was a student at 
Hollywood High School who left for 
lunch at a nearby diner when an 
agent with RKO Studios saw her 
drinking a soda. He offered her a 
contract which had to be approved by 
a court because she wasn't yet an 
adult. She along with several starlets 
hired by the studio were profiled in 
Life and got some star-studded 
publicity that included decorative 
roles in several movies. like The 
Bamboo Blonde (1946) and The 
Desert Hawk (1950). 


The corresponding photograph was 
published in Life on February 25, 
1946 in a story that introduced her as 
one of several starlets recently 
signed by RKO Pictures that were 
poised for stardom. Unfortunately 
none of them achieved such status, 
and Vonne is the last survivor of 
them. 


She worked at the William Morris 
Agency as a receptionist after 
quitting the movies, but later 
appeared in a film titled The Heist 
(1989) after being referred by a 
friend. She is very active on 
Instagram, Facebook, and Pinterest, 
she loves traveling, and she 
frequently visits her daughters. You'll 
know that she's a Democrat based on 
her frequent anti-Trump posts. | can 
say with total honesty that that she is 
one of the most youthful older 
women l've ever met. 
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"My mother was the one who wanted 

me to be a star. [had no interest, and 

that's why | didn't keep pursuing it." - 
Vonne Lester 


June Lundi of Bronx, New York was 
labeled an actress in the tabloids, but 
she reportedly never did any acting. 
She instead became known for her 
evenings with Sal Mineo and awards 
like Miss Farmer's Daughter and 
Queen of the New York Press 
Photographers Association at the age 
of 19. She made hairdos like Queens 
of the SwirlAWaves and the Chiffon- 
Cut trendy with her frequent 
calendar pinups. 


An in-depth interview on February 7, 
1957 with her by Jess Stern revealed 
that she got hired as a showgirl at the 
newly-opened Tropicana Hotel with a 
salary of $200 a week, but she 
instead did a nationwide tour with the 
New York Press Photographers 
Association that included an 
appearance on The Tonight Show. 
l've spent years trying to find this 
gorgeous blonde to no avail, but l 
hope that she someday surfaces. 
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"| guess l'm lucky to be the all- 
American type." - June Lundi 


Marian McKnight of Manning, South 
Carolina was crowned Miss of 
American of 1957 after doing an 
impersonation of Marilyn Monroe 
that impressed the judges. She had 
won Miss Hartsville and Miss South 
Carolina prior to that. 


In lieu of fame, she chose to pursue 
an education, studying at Coker 
College and later transferring to the 
University of California, Los Angeles 
where she met her soon-to-be 
husband, screenwriter Gary Conway 
whom she married in 1958. The 
couple later had two children. 


There were offers from various 
television networks for acting jobs, 
but she instead accepted a public 
relations position at a manufacturing 
company and left show business 
altogether. She currently lives in Los 
Angeles with her husband. 
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Margie McNally's (1935-2011) face 
was everywhere and on everything 
because of her girl-next-door image. 
She was discovered by John Robert 
Powers, who saw her in a pageant at 
Prospect High School where she was 
crowned as the Candy Queen. At 5'S" 
and 110]bs, she worked for Powers 
until 1958. He got her work with 
several brands of cosmetics like 
Avon, beverages like Bushell's Coffee, 
apparel like Vicky Vaughn, a mosquito 
repellent called Kan-Kil, and Perez 
Prado's album Patricia which she 
appeared on the front of. 


Her parting ways with Powers' 
agency only furthered her career as 
she signed with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, who cast her on two episodes 
of The Eleventh Hour, which was a 
popular television series in the 1950s. 
She didn't like acting though, and - 
with the studio's approval- ended her 
contract. 


While competing for the title of 
Queen of the Riverside 500-Mile 
Stock Car Road Race, she met a 
publisher and collector of cars named 
Robert Peterson. They got married 
and she supported her husband's 
ventures in the automotive industry, 
co-founding the Peterson Automotive 
Museum with him. Although she died 
years ago, she continues to appear on 
posters, advertisements, and 
magazines, most recently on the 
novel Death of a Beauty Queen by 
Barbara Jean Coast. 
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Honey Merrll (1934-2016) would've 
faded into obscurity along with 
thousands of pinup girls had she not 
had a lengthy affair with the 
renowned Jackie Gleason. ln 
newspapers she was labeled as his 
secretary, but she was in fact his 
mistress. lt was sort of an open 
secret. Jackie Gleason was a Catholic 
who didn't believe in divorce, so he 
stayed with his wife for years while 
having an intimate relationship with 
Honey Merrill. 
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She was a popular pinup girl in 
magazines like Scope, TAB, Frolic, 
Love Letters, VUE, Gala, Pace, 
Screen Stories, Movieland, Movie 
Mirror, Photoplay, People Today, and 
Tops. The accompanying photograph 
was in Life. Her contemporaries 
suggested that she study acting, but 
it didn't appeal to her. She did 
sporadically appear on television 
though in addition to spending a 
couple of years performing at The 
Tropicana Hotel. 


According to her daughter, Honey 
tried to get her memoirs published 
but had several difficulties with her 
publisher who get demanding more 
money. Although Honey and her 
husband Dick Roman have since 
passed away, her daughter hasn't 
given up hope and plans to get the "My mother had a decades-long affair 
memoirs published someday. with Jackie Gleason, posing as his 
secretary. He was Catholic, so he 
wouldn't divorce his wife. lt was one 
of those open secrets that he and my 
mom were together." - Miel Roman 


Martha Diana Moore (1934-1973) 
spent her days in Hollywood in 
relative obscurity. Her cleft 
distinguished her from a lot of her 
modeling colleagues, and it certainly 
caught the eye of Howard Hughes, 
who -after seeing her in a magazine 
called Eye- offered her a contract 
with RKO Studios in 1953. She 
alternated between the names Dede 
and Dee. 


While studying at Occidental College, 
she posed for photographs in a bikini 
by the poolside. These photographs 
taken by Jack Freeman were 
published in several magazines for a 
decade and proved popular with men. 
One of magazine was the catalog for 
The Lufkin Line, a brand of 
machinery parts and equipment. 


Although a trained actress, she only 
appeared in three films. She can be 
seen in Son of Sinbad (1955) 
instructing the donkey to open the 
door to the cave. She was worthy of 
more though, which was evident at 
the Shakespeare Festival on July 22, 
1955 where she starred in stage 
productions of Taming of the Shrew, 
Hamlet, and Measure For Measure. 
On October 15, 1955, Dede married 
George Seabold and the couple 
founded a bookstore in Van Nuys. She 
had two children, and never returned 
to Hollywood again. 


"She was my stepmother, but she died 
before | was born so | didn't get to 
meet her. My father told me that they 
had returned from camping when she 
fell ill and collapsed. It was cancer 
that metastasized to her live. She died 
weeks later." - Christina Ambroselli 


Alma Jean Moorhead was born in 6) 
Knoxville, Tennessee. She and her xX 
sister Marilyn were adopted shortly 
thereafter. Their parents encouraged 
them to pursue dance, which the did 
successfully by appearing in several 
stage productions together. Although 
Marilyn quit to do other things, Jean 
continued to advance in the industry, 
being crowned Miss Hollywood, Maid 
of Aluminum, Miss Insurance, and 
Miss 906. 


She was a model on Harry Babbitt's 
Glamour Girl where she wore coats 
and jewelery, but she had greater 
success with 20th Century-Fox who 
cast her in several movies with her 
roles becoming more substantial after 
being named Playboy's Playmate of 
the Month in October 1955. In fact, 
she posed for the magazine because 
she thought it'd help her get more 
work as an actress. 


| was able to locate Jean, as fans had 
no knowledge of her whereabouts. 
She had married a psychiatrist and 
had two children. | telephoned her, 

but when lL asked her about her 

career she nervously denied being 

Jean Moorhead an abruptly ended the 
conversation. lt was clear that she 

had no interest in revisiting her days 

in Hollywood. 


"l like ke [Dwight D. Eisenhower]." - 
Jean Moorhead 


Mary Jane Smith spent her childhood 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma with several 
brothers before venturing to 
California. lt was within a few years 
that she married John Morlas -and 
later the famed Race Gentry of 
Universal Pictures-, had three 
children, auditioned -unsuccessfully 
though- for contracts with two 
studios, modeled with magazines like 
Focus and Pageant while 
supplementing her income as a part- 
time cigarette girl at Ciro's. 


She was very accomplished, but 
never became as good of an actress 
as she wanted. She did get some 
glamorous walk-on roles in movies 
like Son of Sinbad (1955) and | 
Married a Woman (1958) before 
getting a Starring role in the cult- 
classic This is Not a Test (1962). Her 
acting wasn't great, but her onscreen 
presence more-than-ample 
compensated for it. 


The brands she worked with include 
Olga Bras, lvory Soap, Janzen 
Apparel, Rose Marie Reid, and Fresh 
Stick Deodorant, and she was on the 
front of the album The Roaring 20's 
by Paul Martin and His Old Timers. 
She continued modeling into her 40s, 
which was rare in those days. When lL 
last spoke with her in 2020, she 
thought about getting an agent and 
doing commercials. Her daughters 
Lisa and Paris are active in the 
industry, and the latter made 
headlines after a turbulent marriage 
with David Caruso while the former 
does editing at various studios. 
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"She [Mary Morlas] was supposed to 
have a starring role in Hatari! (1962) 
alongside Red Buttons. There was a 
lot of drama regarding the casting and 
she lost the role." - Lisa Morlas 
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Diana Sootheran Mumby (1922-1974) 
at 5'7 and 125lbs with measurements ae 
of 35-25-35 was one of Hollywood's . 
first blonde bombshells. lt was a N 


contentious childhood for her, as her 
parents divorced when she was a G 
toddler. The divorce made headlines I 
after her father kidnapped her and R 
took her to Australia. I 


A decade later, she made her onstage 
debut in Earl Carroll's Varieties and 
started modeling that year at the Los 
Angeles Times' Festival of Food and 
Fashion modeling autumn-themed 
apparel. She was on a roll, but it was 
her being discovered by the famed 
Samuel Goldwyn brought her into the 
public eye. She did pinups for 
magazines like It, Eyeful, and Frolic 
while appearing in movies like 
Cinderella Jones (1946) and The Las 
Vegas Story (1952). 


Her career began to fade after 
marrying a man named James Carlos 
Hernandez with whom she had a son 

of the same name. She avoided the 
press for years until attending a 
highly-publicized reunion of ex-Earl 
Carroll showgirls on March 1, 1965 at 
the Hai-Mori Restaurant. 


"Diana [Mumby] was the biggest 
floozy in show business. She slept with 
some powerful men to get any job she 
could." - Rosalee Calvert 


Sallee Louise Stonebraker Wilson 
(1925-2004) of Fort Wayne, Indiana 
was Selling coats at a store in Los 
Angeles when a recruiter asked her if 
she wanted to be a model. Although 
she did several conventions and a few 
movies, she was best known as one 
of the twelve 1920s-style mannequins 
-the one with the pearls- in Singin' in 
the Rain (1952) and a finalist for 
Queen of the Los Angeles Home 
Show. 


When she finally got to Hollywood in 
1948 was already a divorcee with a 
daughter, so she lived with her 
parents to get by. After the limelight 
faded, she got work as a manager at a 
salon in Glendale, California. She was 
survived by her children Diana and 
Richard. The accompanying 
photograph is her in Singin’ in the 
Rain (1952) photographed by Eric 
Carpenter. 
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"[My ambition is] to eat regularly." - 
Sally Musick 
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Sue Cherry Nelms' (1928-2022) 
impressive stature of 5'8" and 109Ibs 
propelled her to become one of the 
most successful mannequins in the 
industry. She had recently finished 
her studies at Jefferson High School 
in Roanoke, Virginia when she left her 
hometown to attend the Barbizon 
School of Modeling in New York. 


She was quickly signed by Eileen Ford 
of The Ford Agency and began 
representing fashionable brands like 
Du Barry's, Rolanda, Joseph Magnin, 
Simpson, Davidow, and Trigere while 
modeling in magazines like Charm, 
Bazaar, Life, and Vogue. Harold 
Halma, a photographer, described her 
as the model "with the most 
photogenic mouth". 


While at the height of her career, she 
married an investor named Serge 
Sarasin. The couple settled in 
Switzerland and had a son named 
Philippe. 


"['d just love to have one real chance 

at being an actress because if | don't 

get it out of my system it's gonna be 

mighty hard to settle down." - Cherry 
Nelms 


Armelia Carol Ohmart (1927-2002) 
became an icon with starring roles in 
The Scarlet Hour (1956), The House 
on Haunted Hill (1959), and Spider 
Baby (1967), but beforehand was a 
prominent model in Utah who was 
crowned Miss Utah. lt turned out that 
she was too talented for modeling 
and ventured into other vocations like 
reporting for the Post Intelligencer 
and singing at nightclubs. Her resume 
included ten movies and hundreds of 
television appearances by the 1970s. 


Aron 


Her modeling credits included 
pictorials in Life, Eye, Titter, PIC, 
Collier, Pageant, Stardom, X, Movie 
Stars, Screen Album, Movie Spotlight, 
Movie Life, Screen Stars, Silver 
Screen, Movie Secrets, Cine Fan, 
Modern Screen, Movie World, 
Uncensored, Hollywood Stars, and 
Hit! 


According to her cousin, Carol 
attempted a comeback in the 1990s 
but changed her mind because she 
was only being offered cameos and 

conventions. | spent years searching 
for her, only to discover in July 2015 
that she died after | found a death 
record of hers with the name Kari 
Omar. | telephoned the crematories in 


her city of death until | found one "| last spoke with Carol in 1999. She 
that confirmed her death being on told me that she and her husband 
January 1, 2002. were planning to fly to Hawaii 


because they were worried that the 
world was ending and Hawaii would 
be the only safe place for them." - 
Gregg Barrios 


nNnnw = 


Donna 'Dawn' Mae Frank (1930-2012) 
at 5'6" and 118lbs flew to Hollywood 
after winning a mail-in beauty 
contest in the magazine Modern 
Screen. The winners were supposed 
to appear in RKO Studios Size 12 
(1953), but the production was 
canceled. She did score roles in the 
movies Son of Sinbad (1955) and The 
French Line (1954), the latter she can 
be seen in the 'With a Kiss' segment 
while the former had her image 
plastered on posters to promote the 
film. 
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Although she never appeared 


onscreen again, she was crowned 
Miss Montana in 1954 and 
subsequently appeared in several 


Magazines including TAB, SHOW, 
Eye, Frolic, Glamorous Models, and 
Man to Man. She once said in an 
interview that despite being depicted 
as glamorous, she loved carpentry, 
woodworking, and motherhood. She 
was often photographed in 
advertisements with her son Daniel, 
whom she once described as "the joy 
of my life." 


"Everyone loved Dawn [Oney]." - Joan 
Pastin 


Betty Jean Onge (1932-2005) had a 
traditional childhood that included 
activities like ballet, girl scouts, and 
church. She decided to forgo college 
to pursue a Career in modeling, 
winning the title of Miss 
Photographic Model of 1950. Her 
brief half-a-decade career was 
limited to chorus roles in movies like 
Road to Bali (1952), The Las Vegas 
Story (1952), and Singin' in the Rain 
(1952), the latter where she appeared 
as one of the twelve flapper 
mannequins in the 'Beautiful Girl' 
segment. 


She gave up the spotlight after 
marrying John Roberts with whom 
she had two sons. Her niece told me 
that Betty fell into a deep depression 
after her sister was struck by a 
vehicle. Although Bette since faded 
into obscurity and none of her co- 
stars remember her, she's often 
recognized for her uncanny 
resemblance to blonde bombshell Joi 
Lansing. 


"The day after Bob Hope's kissing 
scenes with Betty Onge in Road to Bali 
(1952), she comes down with measles." 

- Harrison Carroll 


Barbara June Osterman (1930-2006) 
with measurements of 36-24-46 
began modeling in 1953 when she was 
crowned Miss Good Posture by the 
International Chiropractors 
Association, and she soon became 
one of Hollywood's most 
photographed women in the country 
with Peter Gowland reportedly doing 
over 1,200 photographs of her. 


She did pinups with almost every 
magazine in the country including 
Glamorous Models, TV Girls and 
Gags, Tit-Bits, U.S Camera, Hit!, Hot 
Rod, Span, Blightly, Focus, Tempo, 
Frolic, Laff, Chicks and Chuckles, 
Male Point of View, Vogue, Picture 
Scope, Point, Modern Photography, 
Comedy, Ephemera, Night and Day, 
and Sir! 


She appeared in a few films under the 
name Diane James including | Love 
Melvin (1953) before leaving the 
profession and retiring in Ashland, 
Oregon where she remained until her 
death. Her daughter, Anna, is a 
painter in Oregon. 
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"Models now look so pained. They're 
so sexy that they look like they're 
going to pop." - Barbara Osterman 
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Gloria Pallatz (1927-2012) was a 5'9" 
buxom blonde with measurements of 
38-24-37 who had a difficult 
childhood that included extreme 
poverty, being held at gunpoint by an 
ex-boyfriend, and nearly escaping the 
Empire State Building before it was 
struck by an airplane. 


She was a Salesgirl at Ohrbach's until 
her mid-20s, after which she was 
crowned Miss Flatbush and Miss 

Cleavage in New York City. Her 
acting career was respectable and 
included plum roles on The Abbott 

and Costello Show and Where's 

Raymond? while Pix, Life, Eye, Real, 

Fury, TV Guide, Tension, Frolic, Gala, 

Modern Man, and Glance were 

among her magazine pictorials. 


As she approached her 30s, she 
pivoted to storytelling and published 
several successful novels centered 
around her career. She loved doing 
interviews and meeting with fans, 
appearing publicly at conventions 
and events until her unexpected 


death. 
"| last saw her at Ray's [Bolger] 


funeral. She ran towards me pushing 
through the crowd and says 'can you 
believe how many stars are here?' She 
was always so starstruck and | think 
that's why she loved Hollywood. It was 
never about being a big-time actress." 
- Sylvia Lewis 


Allyn Corynne Wickman (1950-2019) 
was born in Chicago, Lllinois to 
Herbert and Caryenne Wickman, 
Allyn -whose name means 
"precious"- was raised in Texas and 
Indiana, graduating from Reitz High 
School in 1948 and Southern 
Methodist University shortly 
thereafter. She settled in California 
where she began a modeling career 
for swimwear and fashion. She never 
won beauty titles, but was a finalist in 
such pageants as Pan-Am Queen of 
1946 and Queen of the Home Show of 
1955. 


She modeled makeup for Max Factor 
and Indian imports between 
pageants. An unusual gig was when 
she modeled for Falls City Brewing 
Co. endorsing their beer. Unlike a lot 
of her peers, Allyn's modeling career 
lasted into her 30's as she maintained 
her flawless face and shapely figure. 
She was one of the most popular 
models of Rose Marie Reid's 
swimwear. 


Although she had no ambitions for 
acting, she had walk-on roles in The 
Buccaneer (1958) and A New Kind of 
Love (1963), and appeared in a stage 

production of June Mad as Julie 
Harris. She married Roy Dimitri 
Parsons, a British-American painter, 
sculptor and Veteran. After two 
international tours promoting 
swimwear for Rose Marie Reid Co. 
that included destinations like 
Australia and Europe, she retired 
from modeling to support her 
husband's ventures. 
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Barbara Ruth Peppel (1930-2023) was 
one of eleven siblings who grew up in 
the suburbs of Michigan. She -at 5'S" 
and 115lbs- first made headlines in 
1949 after being crowned Fairest of 
the Fair at the Michigan State Fair - 
her sister made her gown- and Miss 
Michigan Aviator weeks later, but it 
was her appearance the following 
year in Esquire and Vogue wearing a 
suit with a collar that made her an 
icon in fashion. 


She was supposed to appear in 
Howard Hughes' Son of Sinbad (1955) 
after winning a beauty contest in a 
magazine titled Modern Screen, but 
Hughes' reputation as a womanizer 
convinced her to find another way 
into the movies which she eventually 
did. 


Her victory as Miss Photoflash in 
1952 brought her to Hollywood where 
she appeared in The Farmer Takes a 
Wife (1953) in a forgettable walk-on 
role that was intended to be larger. 
Her career came to an abrupt halt the 
following year after giving birth to 
twins, although she'd sometimes act 
as a judge in pageants across the 
country. 
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Donna Rose Percy (1934-2010) 
worked as a typist with a television 
network while modeling at various 
trade shows including The National 
Orange Show and The Hot Rod and 

Motor Sports Show where she 
demonstrated products. On a whim 
and the recommendation of a friend, 
she walked to Paramount Pictures to 

audition for a seven-year contract by 
reciting a monologue from Child's 

Dream of a Star, which received 

immense applause from the 
executives. They quickly cast her in 
You're Never Too Young (1955) in a 
walk-on role. 
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There was a lot of enthusiasm 
surrounding her, but that didn't last. 
The studios in Hollywood were losing 
revenue and Starlets weren't as 
popular as they once were. In lieu of 
acting, she pursued a career in music 
with Famous Artists Corporation, in 
which she achieved significantly 
more success. Her hits included 
Sunday Sweetheart, Seven Days, 
Wonderin’, and Someday. 
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Alaine Brandes (1920-2010) was 
interesting to say the least. | like to 
think of her as the Anne Heche of the 
1950s, as she was talented and 
professional but a bit eccentric. Her 
image was on billboards as the 
spokesmodel of Coca-Cola. Although 
she only had one starring role in a 
forgettable western, she had several 
great supporting roles in a variety of 
genres where she demonstrated 
talents in drama and comedy. Her 
skills in both genres were 
strengthened after studying with the 
renowned Max Reinhardt. 


lt was prior to this success that she 
was Signed by the Harry Conover 
Modeling Agency. At 5'8" and 118Ibs 
with measurements of 54-25-45, she 
became a popular pinup in magazines 
like Glamorous Models, TV Forecast, 
Esquire, Modern Screen, Melodyland, 
Screen Guide, PIC, Look, Motion 
Picture, and Life. As she became a 
better actress, she steered away from 
pinups. 


While in her 30s, she went into a self- 
imposed retirement from acting and 
became a successful disc jockey on 

the radio on Sundays. One of her 
memorable quotes regarding the 
woes of Hollywood is even though 
the money is great, there are 
extensive periods when actors aren't 
working but still gotta earn a living. 
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"| could command my audience... | could 
play anything, even an old man, and be 
convincing in the part. | was at Rinehart 
High School in Chicago, and took a 
scholarship to the Goodman Theater in 
Chicago. This resulted in my being 
offered to study at the Max Rinehart 
school in Hollywood. | didn’t want to 
go...l loved everybody at the Goodman 
Theater, but my parents encouraged me 
to take it." - Rebel Randall 
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In her later years, she was a staunch 
Democrat in what was a shift from 
her once-conservative views. There 
are several notes archived at Jimmy 
Carter's Presidential Library written 
to him by Rebel, most of them 
encouraging him to mobilize and 
advocate for women. She was 
arguably one of his greatest yet most 
inconspicuous allies. 


There was an estate sale shortly after 
her death that included several wigs 
and a vintage convertible, as well as a 
wonderful profile of her in Classic 
Images. | recommend that readers 
read the interview that Rebel did in 
Western Clippings, as she delves into 
a lot of provocative stuff such as her 
romances with John F. Kennedy and 
Peter Potter while discussing several 
conspiracy theories regarding Frank 
Sinatra. 


"l hate bullies and | can't bear conceit." - 
Rebel Randall 


er 


et ae eee 


Catherine Lois Raymond (1926-2023) 
[Left] was a blue-eyed blonde who 
exemplified elegance, class, and 
grace. Her looks were often 
compared to that of Grace Kelly. She 
was raised in Palo Alto, California 
before moving to Southern California 
to study English at Riverside Junior 
College. It was there that she was 
crowned Homecoming Queen of 
1948. She transferred to the 
University of California, Los Angeles 
shortly thereafter where she joined 
the Professional Fashion Models 
Association and the Affiliated 
Fashionistas' of California. 


Her resume included modeling gowns 
with Agnes Barrett Designs, being 
crowned crowned Miss Camp Haan, 
being a finalist in Queen of the 
Riverside County Fair and Miss San 
Francisco, and being a spokesmodel 
with brands like Macy's and Levi. The 
latter of which she -as of 2024- is 
featured on their website wearing 
jeans and a flannel shirt. 
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"My mother was a Grace Kelly type." - 
Philip Butts 


Jeanne Ferguson (1950-1995) 
immigrated to this country from 
lreland and quickly became a 
sensation because of her blonde hair 
and overseas origins. While she was 
roommates with Jackie Loughery 
(Miss U.S.A of 1952), she modeled 
toys with the Cortland Manufacturing 
Company, who'd crown her Miss 
Cortland. She'd continue to earn titles 
that included Miss Belfast and Miss 
Citizen, the latter being awarded to 
her when she earned citizenship in 
May 195%. Her impressive 
measurements of 35-22-57 helped 
her earn steady work. 


l'd describe her as a credible actress 
because she exhibited good emotion 
but didn't have the depth of a Bette 
Davis or Barbara Stanwyck, but she 
did have substantial roles in cult 
classics like Cattle Town (1952) and 
Gun Girls (1957) where she did 
serviceable work. 


In an effort to keep herself relevant 
into the 1960s, she changed her name 
to Jan Reeves, purchased an up-to- 
date wardrobe, and got rid of her 
lengthy hair in lieu of a then-popular 
hairdo known as The Beehive which 
can be seen in the accompanying 
photograph. Her pinups were 
featured in magazines like Photo and 
Candid Whirl. 


"It's [being an American] the best title 
of all." - Jan Reeves 


Maxine Ruth Mayes (1924-2023) had 
no aspirations for fame or stardom. 
She -who was known as Maxine 
Hercik- went to Florida to work at J.P 
Riddle Company to manufacture 
airplane parts, but managers felt she 
was being wasted doing manual labor 
and hired her as their spokesmodel. 
She was subsequently crowned Miss 
Aviation by the All-American Air 
Maneuvers Association. 


She reached the height of her career 
after being hired as a model on Jack 
Bailey's Queen for a Day in the 
1950s, which she continued doing 
until its cancellation in 1965. Her 
longevity on the popular television 
series helped her get promoted as the 
‘head' model where she sort of 
supervised the others in addition to 
presenting contestants onstage and 
doing interviews with TV Guide. 


l last spoke with Maxine in 2020, and 
she -in addition to telling me to speak 
slower- told me about her years 
juggling being a wife, mother, and 
worker. He spent her later years in 
Palm Desert, California and was 
active in philanthropy and sports. Her 
granddaughter, Carly Reeves, is an 
actress in Hollywood who has 
appeared in several movies. 
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"In those days, people didn't have nice 
things. You couldn't go to the store 
and fill a shopping cart with clothes, 
gadgets, and luxury goods. Queen for 
a Day was so popular with audiences 
because we provided that stuff for our 
contestants." - Maxine Reeves 


Catherine Louise Righter (1934-2009) 
was Studying at University of the 
Redlands when she was crowned 

Queen of the Parade of Homes, 
sponsored by the San Fernando 
Valley Building Contractors 

Association. She spent weeks posing 
with builders in several recently- 

constructed houses on Petif Avenue. 
She vied for other titles like Girl of 

the Golden West, Fireplug Queen, and 
Queen of the R-club to no avail. 


She spent a few years modeling 
swimsuits by Rose Marie Reid and 
Ganther of California until marrying 
Charles Bradford Downey, with 
whom she had three children. 
Although an acting career never 
materialized, she did appear on 
several episodes of Jack Bailey's 
Queen for a Day. 
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Billie Hazel Shaw was born in rural 
Texas to Grady P. and Kitty L. Shaw. 
She was a member of the Camp Fire 
Girls where she raised a lot of money 
doing various fundraisers such as the 
Annual Doughnut Drive. She moved 
with her parents to Los Angeles, 
California where she won a bevy of 
pageants including Miss Rocket and 
Miss Television, which prompted 
Universal Studios to sign her to a 
contract where she would appear in 
several films. She joined the 
American Federation of Television 
and Radio Artists on October 16, 1950 
and appeared in several movies 
including Arizona Manhunt (1951) 


After a failed engagement to 
producer Rudy Ralston -whom she 
met while filming Arizona Manhunt 
(1951)- she married Arnold Kunody, 
which brought her career to a halt 
because he didn't want her working 
anymore. An interesting note is that 

she was one of the 63 stars featured 
in the collectible trading cards 
included in bags of Mother's Cookies 
in 1953. 
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"My father didn't want her working 
anymore, and she was fine with that." 
- Karen Kunody 


Patricia Ann Sheehan (1931-2006) 
was a blonde bombshell who -by 
choice- didn't achieve the stardom of 
Marilyn Monroe or Rita Hayworth, 
but she was often compared to the 
two. She graduated from Galileo High 
School, and was subsequently 
crowned Miss Milkmaid, Miss San 
Francisco, and Miss Downtown Los 
Angeles. Although she did several 
wide-release movies, her roles were 
walk-on because of a fear of speaking 
on camera. 


She became an icon in February 1956 
after having signed with NBC and 
being labeled as the first 'starlet' to 
get a television contract. There were 
discussions of training her for larger 
roles after good reception on 
television series like Matinee 
Theater, Blondie, and the NBC 
Comedy Hour, but the network lost 
interest and Pat was dismissed the 
following year. 


The greatest achievement of her 
career was being crowned Playboy's 
Playmate of the Month in October 
1958. She married Dennis Crosby -a 
son of Bing Crosby- that year, which 
changed the trajectory of her life 
from a model to a socialite who was 
often seen at Ciro's, the Daisy, the 
Luau, and other glamorous venues. 
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"It's the little things like walking 
across the stage that get a girl noticed 
in this town." - Pat Sheehan 


She knew everyone in Hollywood 
including some of the wealthiest of 
men, several of whom she dated after 
divorcing her husband of several 
years. Her engagement to Rod Taylor 
frequently made headlines, and their 
evenings together were wild and 
unbelievable if they hadn't been 
confirmed by stars and close friends 
of hers like Shecky Greene, Elaine 
Dunn, and Barbara Frederick. The 
latter of her friends even detailed a 
months-long affair Pat had with 
vocalist Eddie Fisher while he was 
married to Debbie Reynolds. 


Her credits as a pinup are too lengthy 
to list, but they include pictorials in 
Tempo, Escapade, People Today, 
Scene, Modern Man, Comedy, Eye, 
and Parade. | recently found that one 
of her photographs was added to the 
front of the popular novel Murder is 
My Mistress by Carter Brown. 


"She [Pat] was the shyest girl | ever 
made love too... as shy as a showgirl 
can get at least." - Eddie Fisher 


You can also see her image on the 
albums The Tropicana Holiday, 
Tropicana: Monty Kelly Medley, Love 
Moods, and Soft Lights, Soft Music as 
well as on advertisements for Camel 
Cigarettes, lvory Soap, Green Spot 
Soda, Pan American Airways, and 
Polaroid. Pat lived an adventurous 
and sometimes difficult life that is 
detailed in my book Top Models. It 
include interviews with celebrities 
like Shecky Greene, Kathryn Grant, 
Barbara Eden, and Maxine Reeves. 


Dora Mae Fjelstad (1925-2011) was a 
5'6" blonde from Beloit, Wisconsin 
who first gained notoriety after being 
crowned Miss Wisconsin of 194%. She 
spent a few years as a showgirl at the 
Latin Quarter and the Vanity Fair 
before signing with John Robert 
Powers' modeling agency at $25 a 
day. Although she didn't do pinups 
with the agency, she appeared on the 
front of several detective-themed 
magazines. 


Her ambition to be a legitimate 
actress got her screen tests with 
Universal Studios, Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, and 20th Century-Fox, but 
nothing materialized and as a result 
became known to the public for her 
whirlwind of a social life that 
included relationships with Joe 
DiMaggio, Scott Brady, and Dean 
Martin. 


Her career got a reboot after being 
crowned Miss Bazooka -the company 
that sells bubble gum- and the 
National Donut Week Queen in 1949. 
She spent a few years in New York 
City on Broadway in As the Girls Go 
before leaving the after being denied 
a speaking role. 


The remaining years of her life were 
plagued with hardships that included 
a D.U.l, failed marriages, allegations 
of assault, and a bankruptcy. She 
lived in an apartment in Palm Beach, 
Florida until her death at the St. 
Mary's Health Institute. 
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"She wanted to ask my advice on how 
a pretty babe can crash the films." - 
Lee Mortimer 


Marylin Jean Symons (1928-2023) 
was one of the most gorgeous 
redheads of the 1950s. While 
appearing in magazines, she 
desperately tried to achieve success 
onscreen with roles in Two Tickets to 
Broadway (1951), Three For Jamie 
Dawn (1955), and Gigi (1958). Her 
greatest achievement though was as 
NBC's 'color-test girl’, a three-year 
gig where she sat in front of the 
cameras before the filming of 
Matinee Theater to assure that the 
patterns and colors were on par.The 
director of the popular television 
series eventually gave her a role on 
an episode titled 'The Waiting Swan' 
as an unnamed actress who leaves 
her agent's office in a huff. 


| found during my research that she 
rarely did pinups and -according to 
her daughter- didn't like wearing 
anything too revealing, which is why 
she preferred to model fashion. She 
certainly had the build to do pinups 
at 5'7" and measurements of 
46-24-56. Dorothy Preble and Flaire 
were some of the agencies that she 
was represented by. 


"It [Matinee Theater] is the greatest 
drama school in the world and I'm 
getting paid for attending." - Marilyn 
Simms 


[t's worth mentioning that she was 
given a screen test with Paramount 
Pictures by mogul Milton Lewis in the 
early 1950s, but nothing came to 
fruition. lf you search for the re- 
releases of Amos Milburn's Let's 
Have a Party and Big Name Dixie, 
you'll see Marilyn's image on the 
front of both albums. 


She left Hollywood after marrying a 
screenwriter named Jerry Devine, 
whom she had a daughter named 

Brigid with. Marilyn spent her 
remaining years pursuing painting 
while investing in property. Her 
granddaughter Jamie Kolbrenner 
aspires to be a director and is 
currently employed with HBO. 


| spoke with Marilyn via telephone a 
few months before she died. She was 
living in Santa Barbara, California and 

not to bore with the details, but she 

definitely wasn't interested in 
revisiting her past. She was 
nonetheless -in my opinion- the most 
gorgeous redhead in the industry. 


"Marilyn Simms is a luscious redhead 
who spends more time in front of 
television cameras than any other 

actress." - James Bacon 


Elizabeth Jane Smith (1932-2022) was 
attending the University of California, 
Los Angeles when she and her 
sorority pals saw a flyer in the 
gymnasium asking for entrants for a 
pageant held by the National 
Association of Letter Carriers. lt was 
weeks later that she was crowned 
Miss Letter Carrier (sometimes 


known as Miss Postal Carrier) of 1951. 


Robert Sparks, a director with RKO 

Studios, heard about her and -after 

seeing her in a newspaper- offered 

her a walk-on role in Son of Sinbad 

(1955) as one of Murad's servants in 
the desert. 
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Phyllis M. St. Pierre (1929-1956) was 
the only child of Gason and Mary St. 
Pierre. She showed immense talent in 
theatrical productions at the 
Chicopee Playhouse, and after 
graduating from Boston University 
got an apartment in Hollywood so she 
could get into the movies. Her 
modeling gigs included being 
crowned Miss Wine in 1949, but it 
wasn't until Robert Sparks saw her in 
a print ad that he cast her as one of 
the forty thieves in Son of Sinbad 
(1955). She was subsequently cast in 
The French Line (1954) the following 
year. 


Her life ended much too soon on June 
2, 1956. She and Lola D'Annunzio had 
auditions in New York and opted to 
drive there. While enroute, Phyllis 
lost control of the car and it 
overturned on a highway several 
miles from Meade, Kansas. Her son, 
William Palumbo, was a passenger 
but fortunately survived. She was 
interred at Calvary Cemetery. 
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"| remember the car accident. She was 
pregnant at the time, which added to 
the heartache." - Andrea Belanger 
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"Stan [Kenton] was a real great guy to 


work for. We always called him the 

Great White Father. He's a sincere, 

hard-working perfectionist, and l 
learned a lot from him." - Kay Brown 


Dolores Kay Brown (1935-2022) had 
a wholesome image that was perfect 
for audiences of the 1950s. As a child, 
she discovered her passion for the 
performing arts when she enrolled in 
gymnastics. Her teacher 
recommended that she study music 
after hearing her sing. She moved to 
Hollywood as a teenager, and began 
singing for various radio shows. She 
landed a walk-on role in Driftwood 
(1947) before recording numerous 
singles including Friendly Star, Can't 
We Talk it Over, Oh Babe, Baby Me, 
and Hold on to Your Heart. A lot of 
her music was jazz and pop with 
teenagers being the target audience. 


She later married Maynard Ferguson, 
a well-known bandleader who got her 
a gig with Stan Kenton's orchestra as 
their featured vocalist. She traveled 
the United States of America 
performing at various nightclubs. 
Although she recorded several 
records with the group, she left them 
a year later saying that "| was not 
advancing my career with the band." 


After two additional -and failed- 
marriages, she moved to Las Vegas, 
Nevada where she met and married 

Brent Lyon Wood. The couple settled 
down in Lund, Nevada. She continued 
to sing at church until her death, 
predeceased by her husband. 


Margie 'Marge' Darlene Schroeder 
(1929-2003) had an uncanny 
resemblance to Marilyn Monroe that 
helped her get steady television work. 
She was a frequent guest on The Bob 
Cummings Show and had the so- 
called honor of being Miss Scooter of 
1956 before venturing into comedic 
roles on The Texan, The People's 
Choice, and The Real McCoys. She 
was crowned Miss TV Week of 1956 
by Packard-Bell Corporation. 


She was especially popular with 
recording studios, but not because of 
her voice. It was because of her 
likeness to Marilyn Monroe that her 
image was plastered on numerous 
albums like Franck Pourcel's French 
Sax, Frank Thompson's Songs For 
Rounders, Dave Pell Octet's | Had the 
Craziest Dream, Jonah Jones | Dig 
Chicks, Dean Martin's Pretty Baby, 
and Dickie Loader's My Babe. 
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"She [Margie Tenney] really did look 
like Marilyn Monroe." - James Copp 


Annabelle Hazel George was a model 
who played a 'model' in various 
movies throughout the 1950s and 
1960s including Son of Sinbad (1955), 
Nightfall (1956), and The Oscar 
(1966). She later married Jack Thiele. 
Jan Reppe -one of Hollywood's most 
prolific columnists- once said that 
"Annabelle George carries styles with 
such grace that one is tempted to try 
anything to look like that." 


| spoke with her twice and found her 
to be an incredibly reserved person. 
She didn't have ambitions to be a star. 
She just wanted to pay her bills. As of 
2024, she's living happily at a 
retirement community in Aiken, 
South Carolina. 
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"I'm 92 years old. l'm just trying to 
keep my sanity." - Annabelle Thiele 


Beverly Elayne Thompson 
(1925-1992) [Upper-Left] was a 
showgirl in Earl Carroll's Varieties 
who spent her childhood in Des 
Moines, lowa before she and her 
mother [Lovyss Bradley] left for 
Hollywood with dreams of being 
actresses. While her mother did 
character roles, Beverly was paraded 
as a glamorous Starlet by Paramount 
Pictures. She mostly appeared in 
walk-on roles. Although she was 
engaged to several men including 
Byron Barr and Charlie Martin 


She went on a two-decade hiatus 
following an auto accident that led to 
multiple surgeries, but she soon 
returned to television in more 
prolific, sophisticated roles. Her 
performance in Assassination (1987) 
as June Merkel was met with rave 
reviews as was her onstage work 
with Theater on the Ridge in 
Paradise, California. 
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"Audiences just love her..." - Lauren 
Scheall 


Parvaneh Morewedge (1950-1988) at 
5'2" and 110Ibs has the distinction of 
being the shortest of the women in 
this book and well as the first model 
of Persian descent, which caught the 
interest of filmmakers who'd later 
find it difficult to cast her in anything 
noteworthy. Her father was a lawyer 
and her mother a former princess of 
a defunct monarchy. Paula herself 
found success as a teenager in skiing 
where she won several 
championships throughout Iran. 


lt was impressive how well Paula 
knew how to publicize herself. Her 
modeling in print advertisements and 
evenings with actors Rush Adams and 
Fernando Lamas made headlines. 
Hugh O'Brian, who'd later star in The 
Life and Legend of Wyatt Earp 
became very serious about her. While 
dining at Ciro's, they discussed 
starring in a film together which 
would be set in lran. Hugh spends 
weeks shopping for scripts that 
would turn Paula into a star. It wasn't 
until after they broke up that Hugh 
lost interest in the idea and 
abandoned it altogether. 


Paula would eventually start her own 
brand of apparel and invest in various 
startups. She was a business-savvy 
person who built connections in 
Hollywood, New York City, and tran 
and facilitated agreements in oil and 
gold. lt started well, but she found a 
lot of people taking advantage of her 
good nature. She was broke by the 
1980s, forced to live with her brother 
in an apartment in New York City 
where she sewed garments to earn a 
living. 
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"My mother's death was unexpected. 
She was at the hospital visiting her 
ailing father, she collapsed and was 

diagnosed with lung cancer. She never 
left that hospital." - Robert Hargrove 


Max Ann Viault (1955-2023) was born 
into wealth, Her father was President 
of the Los Angeles Grain Exchange, 
SO money wasn't an issue. lt was 
after finishing high school that she 
did modeling as a means to meet -in 
her words- a higher class of men. lt 
helped that she supplied her own 
gowns and furs to the photoshoots. 
Her onscreen credits included Here 
Come the Girls (1953), Living it Up 
(1954), and Sabrina (1954). She later 
married a man named William Foster 
and had three children. 
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"l love this work. Show business is so 
exciting... | wouldn't pick any other 
business but this." - Max Viault 


Evelyn Dorothy Boesch (1941-1980) 
was a model known -much to her 
detriment- for her uncanny 
resemblance to Kim Novak. Her 
parents owned a popular diner in 
Hoboken, New Jersey where she 
worked as a waitress. Scott aspired to 
be a lawyer, but that changed when 
she met Maharajah -a man of royalty- 
of Baroda. He introduced her to 
modeling agents, and she began 
posing for magazines like People 
Today, Foto- Rama, Breezy, Dude, 
Bounce, Night and Day, Tempo, 
Fiesta, and Hit Show. She also racked 
up pageant titles like Miss Jersey 
VFW and Oh Baby of the Year. 


After a failed screen test at 20th- 
Century Fox, she moved to Florida 
with her husband and studied nursing 
at Miami-Dade Community College. 
Scott married Irving Feigeles and they 
had two sons. After being diagnosed 
with an illness, she chose to raise 
awareness by joining the Miami 
lleostomy-Colostomy Association. 
She succumbed to her illness after 
complications of a surgical 
procedure. 
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"My mother once roomed with Sharon 
Tate. She didn't find out she was 
murdered until years later." - Steven 
Feigeles 
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Zanne Shaw (1930-2024) began 
acting as an bit player while studying 
at the University of Southern 
California. After returning from 
Austria where she had volunteered at 
the American Embassy, she started 
doing bit roles on television as a way 
to earn money while completing her 
studies. She credited her mother, 
vaudeville actress Vera Burnett with 
getting her into the industry. In 
addition to walk-on roles in Son of 
Sinbad (1955) and My Fair Lady 
(1964), she did several television 
series and hundreds of commercials. 


She married a businessman named 
Ted Winship in 1955, and they have 
had one of the longest, most 
successful marriages in Hollywood. 
He later got into the industry as well, 
appearing as a stand-in in several 
films. Zanne continued her successful 
career in Murder She Wrote, Matlock, 
and Ally McBeal. She and her 
husband are members of the Screen 
Actors Guild and continued to do 
commercials until Zanne's death. 


"A lot of my colleagues were groped 
and squeezed and patted, but not me. | 
was tall and some men were 
intimidated by that." - Zanne Winship 


Nancy Sheryle (1952-1995) Westbrook 
held the distinction of being one of 
the few African-Americans who got 
to showcase glamour in magazines, 
movies, and pinups. As a child, she 
was adopted by a Reverend and his 

wife who wanted her to be a scholar. 

She was accepted to New York 

University, but declined so she could 

focus on the performing arts. 


Although her aspirations leaned 
towards acting, she had become a 
successful model since settling in 

Hollywood in 1952. She signed with 
brands Lilly Dache and McClelland, 
while posing for several issues of Jet. 

Her films included Son of Sinbad 

(1955), East of Sumatra (1953), Wings 
of the Hawk (1953), and The Egyptian 
(1954), which were box-office 
successes. 


Her parts began to dwindle, and she 
moved to New York hoping for more 
opportunity on Broadway. She 
starred in Ziegfeld Follies at the 
Winter Garden Theater until being 
offered a starring role in the low- 
budget drama Strangers in the City 
(1962) under the pseudonym Creta 
Margos. Her performance received 
critical acclaim, but the provocative 
content and limited release didn't do 
a lot for her career. After marrying 
her partner of several years, she 
retired from modeling and became a 
secretary for a local public relations 
firm. 
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"My aunt [Nancy Westbrook] wanted 
to be a lawyer. That was her primary 
ambition, but she sort of fell into show 
business." - Joyce Crenshaw 
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Sandra Sue Wirth (1936-2007) at 5'7" 
and 125lbs wasn't one of Hollywood's 
greatest actresses. She was certainly T 
just as hardworking though. Her w 
smile, poise, and femininity gave her I 
the girl-next-door quality that R 
producers sought. lt was evident that I 
she was a Career-driven person, as E 
headlines often said that she R 
preferred the label of star rather than 
starlet. As a child, she competed -and 
lost- her first pageants Queen of the 
Venetian's Festival and Mal Mal 
Marshall Model. lt was because of 
this that her mother realized she was 
gonna need a gimmick to stand out 
among the crowd, so she enrolled 
Sandra in baton twirling. ’ 


lt was a popular sport that is now a 
lost art, but she excelled at it 
nonetheless. She traveled the country 
competing -and often winning- 
various baton twirling competitions. 
As a teenager, she taught it at the 
Coral Gables Youth Center and used 
her earnings to study ballet. She 
graduated from Coral Gables High 
School, and studied at the University 
of Miami. 


"We butted heads a lot because she 
was very old fashioned and expected 
me to be an old-fashioned woman... 
speaking only when spoken to... saying 
‘may l' as opposed to 'can I’.." - 
Ashlynn Wirth 


She was crowned Junior Orange Bowl 
Queen, Miss Coral Gables, Miss 
Outdoors, and Miss Light, before 

being crowned Miss Florida of 1955. 

That coupled with a win in the talent 

competition in Miss America set her 

career in motion. She studied drama 
for a year in New York City before 
being cast in A Face in the Crowd 

(1957), which was her onscreen 
debut. 


While doing a commercial in New 
York City, a former classmate named 
Richard Main recognized Sandra. He 

dialed the network and left his 
contact information in the hopes of 
reconnecting with her. After several 
dates, they married on November 4, 
1961 in Florida and had a son named 
Miles. According to Richard, his 
mother-in-law was the reason for 
their breakup. She had hoped that her 
daughter would wed somebody who 
could help her in the industry, so she 
caused a lot of grief in their marriage. 
They divorced, remarried, and 
divorced again while remaining 
friends until Sandra's death. He still 
thinks fondly of her to this day. 


She didn't wanna quit Hollywood 
entirely, so she combined her love of 
animals with the relationships that 
she developed with studios by 
founding The Animal Connection. It 
was through this organization that 
she trained animals to appear in 
films. She'd later found College Fur 
Cats with Cookie Routman, which 
helped train cats to obey on 
command. This coupled with her 
commitment to Christian Science and 
her dogs Kimo and Wolf kept her 
occupied. 


She never thought about being a star 
again. She was content with who she 
was. She was plagued with poor 
health during the 2000s. Her years of 
extreme dieting and bad eating habits 
contributed to her developing kidney 
disease. She died on August 26, 2007 
of complications after dialysis. 
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Doris Wisniewitz Wiss (1927-2016) of 
Germany immigrated to the United 
States of America with the ability to 
speak fluently in six languages. She 
was destined for greater things, but 

she loved entertaining. She was a 
recurring model on The Bob 

Cummings Show and The Steve Allen 

Show and was a co-host on Lucky 
Partners and The $64,000 Question, 


While acting as a radio emcee, she US 
realized that she could utilize her 

talents elsewhere and became an 

agent and businesswoman in the 

music industry. Of her numerous 

successful clients was a musician 

named Don Elliot, whom she later 

married. 


"The only people who look good 
smoking cigars are [Winston] 
Churchill and a snowman." - Doris 
Wiss 


Trudy Wroe (1931-2007) had 
ambitions of being an artist, as she 
excelled at drawing, painting, and 
sketching while studying at Manual 
Arts High School. The trajectory of 
her life changed after being signed by 
Mary Webb Davis' modeling agency 
as she was placed in advertisements 
with brands like Bireley's Soda, Camel 
Cigarettes, Trans World Airlines, and 
Falstaff Brewing Corporation. 


She won a bevy of pageants including 
Queen of Fireworks, Queen of the Art 
Directors' Show, Queen of the 
Holiday on Wings, and Queen of the 
Los Angeles Home Show. It wasn't 
until appearing in Howard Hughes' 
Son of Sinbad (1955) that an acting 
career materialized, and she 
continued to appear onscreen in 
movies like Beyond a Reasonable 
Doubt (1956) and Ask Any Girl (1959). 


She continued with a recurring role 
on The Bob Cummings Show until 
marrying the legendary Don Durant, 
with whom she had two children 
named Heidi and Jeffrey. She had 
previously had a high-profile 
relationship with Kazem Kashani, 
who was the Prince of Iran. 
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"Trudy Wroe is a blue-eyed blonde, 
stands 5 feet 5 and weighs at a trim 
112 pounds." - Terry Vernon 


Nancy Carolyn Hughey (1934-2014) of 
Texarkana, Texas was crowned as one 
of Bob Hope's Most Colorgenic Girls 
in America before modeling brands 
like Prada, Hertz, lvory Soap, and 
Schiffli and on the front of albums 
like The Slickee Boys' Fashionably 
Late and The Yellow Rose of Texas. 


She quickly flew to New York where 
her stature of 5'9" and 129lbs made 
her in demand with magazines and 
pageants, as did her impressive 
measurements of 36-26-37. Although 
she won several titles, Queen of the 
World's Motor Sports made headlines 
after she sued the organizers for not 
giving her the agreed-upon prizes. A 
judge ruled in her favor by awarding 
her $7,000. She sued a restaurant 
months later alleging that a server 
spilled coffee on her face. 


One of her greater successes was 
being on romance-themed magazines 
like Lovers' Lane, Life Story, True 
Sweetheart Secrets, Fifteen Loves 
Stories, Complete Detective, The 
Yellow Rose of Texas, and 
Sweethearts. Her pinups were in 
magazines such as Vogue, Male, 
Roman Journalen, Glance, Brief, 
Tempo, Life, Esquire, See, Glamour 
Photography, Cover Girls Models, 
Salon Photography, and Sir! 


i & 


AFTERWARD 


The term 'glamour' once referred to an idealized allure. It was a 
combination of sophistication, elegance, and sensuality with 
emphasis on aspiration and a magnetic personality. This era was a 
unique and transformative period, particularly in Hollywood 
which was affected by a rapid cultural and social change where 
dreams could be pursued sometimes achieved. There were young 
women across the country who were drawn by the promise of 
prosperity and fame who flocked to Hollywood and New York 
with their burgeoning entertainment industries providing some 
hope for success. 


While a lot of these women found success in modeling with their 
images becoming iconic, others dazzled audiences as showgirls 
and performed at glitzy nightclubs and theaters that were the 
heart of the nightlife. They often achieved their dreams with 
talent, but sometimes through marriages with wealthy and famous 
men who were the subject of gossip columns. A select few, 
through sheer determination and perhaps a bit of luck, managed 
to carve out their own path to stardom and became household 
names in their own right. This book delved into this fascinating 
world with stories, photographs, and quotes of these ambitious, 
vibrant, and alluring women who defined a generation. 

[t's a book that's meticulously researched, vividly documented, 
and long overdue. 


- C. Robert Rotter (Editor-in-Chief at Glamour Girls of the Silver 
Screen) 
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